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EBditecrial Comments

As you can see, this month's Octagon is a big bumper
edition. We held off production of November's edition toc give you
a full coverage of all the important end of the year events.

From November, you will find the reports of a Night
Run and the Final Motorkhana Spectscular. Also in November,
was the Annual General Meeting, of which a full report is in-
cluded for all you folk who couldn't make it on the night.

December had the last Hill Climb of 1968, and we have
included full results. Probably the highest Social event on
our Calendar is the Annual Dinner Dance and Presentation cf
Trophies, and the December Trtagon has brought to you all the
splendour of that night.’

A full list of all the Club Trophy winners is included,
and the Octagon Staff of 1968, joins with you all in congratula-
ting all winners in each section, and thanking all those many
members who by just competing showed the true spirit of Motor
Sport, the Spirit on which this Club is founded.

The copywriting staff of the Octagon alsc wish to
thank all those who have spent their leisure time in helping
to produce the Octagon, especially Mrs. Appleby who has been
typing Octagon stencils for the Club for longer than I care
to remember. To my knowledge she has seen out at least 6
different Editors.

Next year {1969) we hope to bring out a 'New Improved
Octagon MKII' which will be a regular monthly edition. Nat-
urally any attempt at keeping a large Octagon will depend cn
our receiving lots of 'copy' from the members, =o if you can
write (even if its just your name) we weant it!! Don't worry
about grammatical errcrs, we can always fix those up later,
just let's have those stories.
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THE. PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1968

The club's activities this year were controlled by the
committee of management, the majority of whom wers elected at
this centre's twelfth annuel general meeting in November 1967.
Only a small percentage of members could not fulfil their

- complete term for cariocus reascns. These included M. Shearer
M. Cempbell, E., Holliday and J. Reid, whe were replaced at
various times during the year by T. Hatton, H. Gardner,
G.Wright and K.Johns. The members who were able to complete

the full term were J.Fraser, G. Gettons, A.Thomson, L.Whittaker
J. McCarthy and R.Horton.

The committee worked together quite harmonicusly through-
out the year, and this is born out by the increased number of
events which were conducted. The task of committee member wus
not made any easier by the rather astounding amoupt of work that
is entailed in the organisstion of a Hill Climb Meeting. It
was encouraging to note that our other events did not suffer

at all and in fact I feel that some of them were greatly re-
juvenated.

Events

This year's combined calendar of C.AM.S. and club events
proved to be exceedingly crowded especially with the addition
of Hill climbs and closed race meetings. I feel that the club
did very well in running 6 motorkhanas, 11 trial type events,
4 closed hill climbs and 3 open hillclimbs, as well as giving
good support to closed race meetings (2). Admittedly this num-
ber of events may not have been run if it were not for the en-
thusiastic support thut organiscrs rcceived from participating
club members. I sincerely hopc that our members will continue to
support and enjoy the events in the ensuing year.

Finance

Specific details of the club's financial standing will
be found in the annuzal balance shect and the treasurer's report,
and I feel that the figure contained thcrein will tell more than
I could hope for here,

A e gy
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Centre Magazine

The Octagon has continued in general the same form as in
previous years, this years publicution being under the editorship
of M. Campbell. It has been quite regular, occasionally dotted
with humorous sketches but always quite an essential form of member
communicatisn.

Membership

This year saw us with a membership in excess of 200 ot the
end of the financial year, and I feel there were two main reassons
for this increase:

(a} increased membership drive and

(b} incrcased club publicity because of our Hill Climb.

We are still meintaining a good percentage of M.G. ow ners in our
total membership of M.G. enthusiazsts. Our membership is not suffic-
iently strong thet we can rest on cur laurels and I would like to
see a further 100 M.G. owners recruited next year.

T Type Register

This section is progressing under thc present lesdership of
G. Wright. This is & rather select and proud section to be classificd
with, as you have the option of the T type activities as well as
the normal club events. All you need is & T type.

Hiil Climb

It was no doubt a relief when our first Hill climb got under
way in Februsry this year., I feel that previous statements, where
it was rcecommended thot the Hillelimb was considered to be a sound
investment, have been substantizted. Some of the direct znd indirect
advantages to the club as a resuit of the hill are pleassing to note.
Construction work is by no means completed, and the enthusiastic
support of members is still required at working bees. I would like
to rccommend to members thet your support of the Hillelimb cannot
fail to improve this centre's eventual stending both financially
and in the eyes of motor sport in genera],
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President's Report (Cont)

In Closing

I would like to thank all of our members of the centre for
their part in promoting a.club which is becoming known for its con-
genial friendliness and sportsmanship. Next year promises to be
guite un eventful and interesting year for motor sport in general
and our centre in particular, and I trust that each and evcryone
of you will be with us to share the prestige of belonging to
M.G. Car Club (Qucenslznd Centre).

G. Hawley
President, 1968.

——— oCo ———-
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ANNUAL DINNER DANCE AND PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES

Decomber Tth sow one hundred odd members, wives, girl friends
and etcetercs who had beaten the National Hotel's meoze system,
and had recached the "Chandlicr Room", assemble to enjoy the Annual
Dinner Dance.

The glitter and glamour smongst certsin wives, who normglly
uppear gredse stained ond dusty ot the Club Metorkhons and runs was
quite a transformation. (But, boy, you should haove seen the cigarette
girll)

Musicel entertoinment was supplied at 3000 watts of sound by the
Nevahoes, who at lezst varied the tempo, if not the volume, to allow
‘our not quite teenuger now' group to trip the light fantastie.

Glynn (Mr. CAMS) Scott refused to dance unless the Pride of Erin wus
played, and sufety fences were erected cround the perimeter of the
dance floor. Unfortunstely, Mrs. CAM3 Scott was not able to attend
as one of the children was ill., One particular Club Member's wife
tried very hard on the dance floor to prove thst Cowens come from
Devon; 1luckily the Hon,Med.Officer stopped what cculd have been a
terrible disaster,

The Committec must have thought it was going to be o real wild
night, as I noticed Qld Fire Fighter Berni present, wearing the new
model shoulder holster extinguisher. The terrible twins had their
girls in identical colour dresses just to make things difficult as
ugual; or perhaps it was Judy and Larzine who brought along identical
coloured paleclmjohns: Some out-of-towners were in evidence; like
Vince Carsburg from Toowoomba, who must have hzd 2 terriblec job park-
ing the Cooper Racing Car outside the 'Nash'. (Wouldn't he have fun
going buck over the Minden Range though).

A Le Mans type start was held for the 'eats' and Vince and Joan
Appleby showed greoct anticipotion of the stoarter's flag, The long
queue pust the 'lobster msses' on the first lap was unbelieveble, but
those who tried « second lsp found that the esses hod been demolished
by the front runners.

Below this article is 2 full 1list of the Trophy winners, and

our congrztulastions go out to everyone of them for their fine effort.
5EE OVET,....
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Sywoial awurds were mude to Kay Gettons for the work she has done
for the Club in 1968, while not being a Committec member, and to
Ray Lovejoy for being the 'Chief Stirrer' (in cther words, for
being Ruy Lovejoy!) After his near miss ot the Hillelimb, it was
great to see Ray Jorgensen step up tc receive his awurds. A
special belated award wus presented to Elaine Swan/Hemilton who
had missed out on receiving her mini:zture of the Ladies Trophy
she won in 1965. ;

Probably the only jorring note of the night was the price
of the drinks; one member walked sbout in o daze =fter paying 80c
for a Pims! Next time, he'll order a sensible drink like an extra
dry Martini, shoken, not stirred.

So thst wus it, the 1968 Trophy Night. Sorry you sll
couldn't make it, but perhaps next yesr? Awcrds presented on
the night are as follows:-

1968 ALL ROUND TROPHY Geoff Gettons
1968 Motorkhana Trophy , Mnlcolm Campbell
1968 Novigator's Trophy Geoff Getions
1968 Trizls Trophy _ Mrs. Ann Thomson
1968 Concours D'Elegance Bruce Ibbotson
1968 Speed Trophy Ray Jorgensen
1968 Under 1100 Speed Trophy Ross Horton
1968 Best M.G. Trophy . Will Chariton
1968 Leadies Trophy Mrs. Kay Hawley
1968 Chief Stirrer's Certificate Ray Lovejoy

e 00o e
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TINGALPA

The 1last motorkhena wes held et the 'dust bowl' on November
3rd. Every hope wes held by the orgunisers that the roin on
Fridoy would hold out for enother day to try snd lessen the usunl
dust problem, but Saturday znd Sunday were both bright cnd sunny.
Consequently, 18 cnthusiasts gethered together ot our own Sahara
Desert, Tingulpa. Some noteble 'old hends' ot the game, were
secn to be wearing fice musks and snorkels, ' '

This motorkhano wos different to previocus ocnes in thet
all courses were duplicoted, to sollow each competitor to rsoce
not only sgrinst the cloeck, but alsc agsinst each other in every
run. The start wzs by st:orting pistcl, which was logned to the
club by the H.M. Queensland Police Force. Unfortunately, the
starting pistol had starting problems during the afterncon, and
- the old flug stort hod to be used oceasiocnally. A few new events
were also in evidence, being specifically designed to steop the
stranglehold of the Minis, =2nd be more fair to the lorger M.G'S,
This seemed to work well, as csn be seen by the finsl results,
with M.G's well placed in most events. :

Event 1 was the Forwsrd Bending Roce and Groham Vayro in
the Big Healey did very well, he and the majority of the car
having a clean run. Hovever, the driver's doer took a dislike
to several poles. The exhaust system took o complete dislike to
the entire Tingulps grounds cnd ejected half way through the
return run., At the finnl tally it was "Chubby' Chorlton{scrry
Will, couldn't resist thot)} who had corkscrewed his MGB up the
forword bending course 0.1 scees quicker than Maleolm Campbell
and his Cooper, with Don Young in the 'S' tsoking third spot.
Even by this stcge it was cvident that the lodies were going to
de bottle, as Kay Houwley, Corole Cornes ond Toni Lefrancke were
within onc second of each other and Barbara Dcre was shaping up
well behind them,

SCE OVET suwanss
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Event 2 was & variation of the clover leaf theme, which
glled for much accuracy and a great deal of control over the
right foot. Quite a few competitors did not study their direction
sheets well enough before setting out and got extensively lost
as a consequencc. Phil Caxton (horn?) booted the ‘green monster'
Sprite around like Skippy the bush kanga. Bruce Ibbotsen found
the dreaded MGC understeer just & bit much on the loose surface,
but still gave Jon McCarthy a real run for his money. Once again
that well known speed ace Sir Malcolm Campbell in the Whitebird
Cooper squeezed out Tiger Tom Hatton's Cooper and Iain Cornes!
MGB by o.l and o.l respectively. This scrapping trio was
followed by Carcle Cornes in the 850 and & tie between Toni
Lefrancke and Phil Caxton.

Event 3 was aptly named Pearces Parking Test, and if
Pearces ever park my cur the way Geoff Hawley parks his, then-
I'1l never go there agein'. The idea was to go inte a garage
and turn round and drive out. The ones who could do 2 handbrake
turn ¥n the limited space had this cne sewn up. Will Charlton v
with his powerful weight ratio set the standard on the first run
with 13.9 secs run. On the second runs Malcolm Campbell did 13.7
closely followed by ILzin Cornes in the B with 13.9 to equal Will's
first run. But as we sszid earlier it was designed for MG's and
Will with a faultless run, and one of the best handbrake turns
I have ever seen recorded 13 secs flat to take the event,

Event 4 was the 'Butterfly' where you had to do four
great looping 'butterfly' wings'. This was Toni Lefrancke's
event =1l the way, being 1.1 secs faster thon second place man
Tom Haotton. The other girls were still at it hammer and tongs
(Kay 30.0, Carole 30.2 and Barbara 30.6) in the event, and tooth
and neil between the events., Malcolm Campbell, Iain Cornes and
Phil Caxton filled the minor placings.

Event 5 was a forward bending up one set of pcoles and
reverse bending up znother set of poles. In his first run Groham
Vayro stripped a spline on o resr hub on the Healey as reverse
gear was selected. Hewever normal transmission was resumed as
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soon s possible, with the 2id of another wheel, snd Groham's
second run was porticularly cleesn. Clive Dewey in the MGB

(in his first motorkhcna) split the B's of Will Charlton and Iain
Cornes in a becautiful run, (there must be something in these green
MGB's) ond will obviously be o rezl threst in the future. Ex

MGB driver Tom Hatton(had & 3 be:ring one though, snd they don't
handle) got re.lly inspired und edged out Will by 0.1 secs to

_ toke the event. Geoff Spiden tried very hard to best Geoff

{. Hewley in the great Cortina race, but the Hawley blue car just

|

{over) revved him out.

Event 6 was the autocrosse, =nd probably the fostest held
this year. The finol times were also the closest seen this gear
with threc drivere tying for first znd two tying for second

| {which ceturlly mode them 4th equ:1). Clive Dewey hod & good

| firet run which cszme to an early end when the petrol pump wouldn't
work but @ swift well-pleoced kick in the points got him going for the
2nd and 3rd runs. An unlucky pole collector was Don Young . who
would have been lst outright if he h-mdn't brushed = pole on his
3rd run. As it was he come  1st equal anyway. The bottom corner
wos o very long sweep and the Blair Shepherd prize went to Inin
Gornes for the longest 90 degree tail out slide of the day, but

l it wasn't good cnough to win, only being second fostest, equal

! with Geoff Hawley who put in a faontstic run in the Cortine. Sir
1 Mcleolm couldn't improve on his first run of 18.4, und Wily Will

| got up on his third run to bec the third m-n in top spot with
Malcolm and Don, @1l on 18.4 followed by Iain ond Geoff on 18.7 .

g The next ten frivers were =211 betwecn 19.0 =and 21.0 so you con

’ sec what we mean whon we s~y it was 'close'.

Bofore the full list of entrants ond ploce getters, o
: word of gratitude is in order. Our official recorder Laroine
I Romage feithfully stuck to her post through thick und thin dust
| in whit is clways = very tedious job. Timekeepers, Carole Cornes
| {no, she didn't time herself.. or her husb:nd for thot matter)
; and Milcolm Spiden. Tom Hatton spent. 211 afterncon relieving
the others as they tired, being timekeeper, starter, peg banger and
competitor., Sir Mclcolm 2nd Iain Cornes organised the fullest

SCE OVEOreus.sa
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motorkhana this year and successfully rounded off the year's
dirt events.

Hesults:-

Event 1

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

W. Charlton
M.Campbell
D. Young

I. Cornes
T.HEation

Event 3

1
8
3,
4,
5.

W, Charlton
M. Cumpbell
I. Cornes
D.Young

C. Cornes

Event 5

1.
-
3.
4,
5,

T.Hutton
W.Churlton
C. Dewey
I. Cornes
M. Cumpbell

MGB
Cooper
CooperS
MGB
Cooper

MGB
Cooper
MGB

Cooper S

Mini850

Cooper
MGB
MGB
MGB
Cooper

Event 7 (Bob-a-ding}

1.
2.
3.
4.
D.

M.Campbell
I. Cornes
N.Boker
T.Hatton
B.Dure
G.Spiden

Ccoper
MGB
Mini
Cooper
MGB
Corting

SIS
WM
Ol b bW

Event 2

1.
2.
3.
4.
B

M.Campbell
T.Hatton
I. Cornes
€. Cornes
P. Clexton
T.Lefrancke

-Bvent 4

( Non

00o

BAD P

Fa

Wi}

T.Lefrancke
T.Hutton
M, Cumpbell
I. Cornes
P.Clcxton

Bvent 6

L.

M. Compbell
D.Young
W.Charlton
iI. Cornes
G. Hawley

Cooper
Cooper
MGB

Mini 850
Sprite
Cooper

Cooper
Lt}

MGB
Sprite

Cooper
1" S
MGB
MGB
Cortina

starter in other events)

196&

21.8
21.9
22.0
22. 3!
22, 94
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| Qversll Results - Men Qverall results - Women
i 1. M.Campbell 1. T. Lefrancke
| 2. W.Charlton 2. C. Cornes
[ 3. T. Hatton 3. K.Howley
d 4, 1. Cornes 4, B. Dare
5 D. Young
——— oQo -

Motorkhang Moments

- Mzlcolm Campbell was very unlucky in Event 2 in his

segcond run. After setting o time 1.5 secs faster than anyone
else, he arrived in the garage sbout 20 m.p.h. too fast and shot
out through the back of the garsge and was disqualified.

With the accent of sports cars again in motorkhanas maybe
we'll sree a few more Healeys. Kerry Horgan was once well nigh {
unbeatable in a Healey 100/4. Five MGB's present wasn't a bad
MG line-up. How about z few MGA's as well? Could be a good
tocams event,




THE OCT AGON 14. DECEMBER, 1968

SAFETY IN MCTOR RACING ....... .

I would have liked to entitle this article 'Motor Racing
In Sufety', but I think one of my professional colleagues used
that as the title for his book. The 'safety' or luck there-of
is one of the factors which stop many would-be racing drivers
from venturing out on the track. This is pretty understanduble
really, as no-one in their right mind wants to go out and bend
their prize specimen MG, and no-one but no-one wants to go out
and bend their prize specimen body.

Safety itself seems to hinge on three main variable factors
being 1. Driving Ability
2. Mechanical Efficiency
3. Circuit Characteristics

Driving c¢bility is, unfortunately, a subject that usually
ends up being determined on the race track, rather than before
one ventures out. To receive a Provisional Licence is only a
matter of filling out & form, not a test of ability. Motor
Racing official bedies feel thuat the young aspirant has this
cbility before he would dere comc forward for his licence, but
this is not zlwoys so. We all stert with o certain smount of
skill, which is meusured by the obtaining of an ordinary road
licence, but this is not enough. The natural progression should
be through the gamut of Club events, Night runs, Motorkhanas,
Sprints =nd Hill Cl_imbs., Just by the mere act of 'driving' in
all these events, involuable experience is gained under all
conditions, Its better to lesrn to control on Ch my Gawd at
20 m.p.h. on dirt than at 100 mph under the bridge o«t Surfers.

Mechanical efficiency is one factor which is often overlooked.
Certainly there is Scrutineering to try and ensure the safety
of competing cars, but this should only be & double check for
the driver. It becomes more importunt to compete than to comply
with scrutineering safety for many people, The Serutineers
visual check cannot find cracked suspension members. Its up to
you to have them crack tested. 'She'll be jcke' is not good enough
when it comes to mechanical safety. It has to be 100% or not
at gll. The regulations insist on z roll bar ..... greuat, does

E = — o
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Yours really comply? Or does it bolt to the floor with no
strengthening underneath? It may be smart to screw your Fire
Extinguisher bracket to the carpet and fool the serutinecrs,
but you czre the fool if the whole shooting match comes adrift
and jams under the broke pedal down into KIG at Lekeside,

There will clways be mechanical foilures on even the best
prepared vehicles, but by covering these obvious points you make
things safer for yourself.

Circuit Characteristics zre often blomed for accidents,

but when you think sbout it, are they really the principal off-
enders they are made out to be? There is an element of denger
in every motor race. Competing drivers cre trying to becot cach
other over a measured distance. To do this they must ench try

: to 'outdrive' the other. If this were not so, then the fastest

f car must obviously win, but you see 2 slightly slower car bect a
faster car by virtue of the driver taking more calculated risks

= and driving closcr to the theoretical maximum possible for any
particular corner. If in trying to outbrake cnother, o driver
hits the safety fence, can he blame the Circuit organisers for
having a szfety fence on the outside of the circuit? Certain
drivers seem to spend their time complaining to organisers that
X corner is too slow aftcr a fost straight, and is therefore
'dsngerous'. I disagree, its up to these drivers to slow down
cnough to be able to taoke X corner in safety. It is their driving
which is dangerous on the circuit, not the circuit which is don-
gcrous for them to drive upon, The whole point is that no motter
how 'dungerous' a circuit is supposed to be, it is only as dangerous
as you make it. Obviously there are certain p_arts of every
circuit which take more care on the part of the driver than
others. If there is a bank or fence close to the edge of the
track on one corner, then these are the things to notice while
the Practice scssion is on. Safer to find out before thin to
find out by contact during the roce after a 'desperate’ to pass
another car on that corner. By wisely using the time in the
Practice session you can soon work out which corners you are safer
to attempt passing manoeuvres. Corners such that if you do go

BE8C OVET s v s
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off, there is no obstacle so close that it will bring you to
a dead stop.

You can write off this wheole article =s just plain common
sense, but its amazing how often these common sense facts are
ignored by competing drivers. Enter motor recing in a poorly
prepared motor car, with no real motoring experience, and use
the practice sessions to wave to your mates up on Ant Hill and
see how long it is before you are spending time psnel besting
after your stzy in hospital. However approach the whole idea
of competitive motor sport with common scnse and an awareness
of the factors causing accicdents, and you stond every chance of
enjoying yourself in as much safety as you have provided for
yourself.

=== Blg === P00 ee=

NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS

Most people go through this trying time just before New
Year being asked what their New Years Resolutions. are. Have
you noticed that nobody ever really comes out with good Resolu-
tions? All you ever get ure the usuel tripe, "I am going to be
on time for dutcs in 1969", "I am going to remember to give my
mother-in-law a birthday present™ and other such innocuous
statements.

How about people really telling you the things they hope
they don't do in 1969, the things they did in 1968. I mean
I've never heard someone say they aren't going to pick their
noses in 1969, or pass wind in public places (and blame it on
someona elge). Well, have you? Some character in England even
had a survey which showed a large percentage of people in trains
check their armpits for BO. "Iam not going to check my armpits
on the 7.43 from Darra" would be 2 real riot to be z New Yecars
Resclution.

So there it is, the way the Resolutions should be, a
frank expose of all the smutty 1ittle.things you did in 1968,
but nobedy has the fortitude to come out with them, If I am
asked my Resolution, it is: "to have enough guts to tell whzat
my 1970 Resclution will be™.

— S— _ - o — s = e

[::" —— ————

=




THE OCTAGON 17. DECEMBER, 1968

LR A O ]

in living colour, by J. Campbell

Night fall of Friday, Nov. 22 brought something quite different
onto my agenda, viz., a Night Navigation Run. Armed with a very tired
Mini, considerable lack of rally skills, and a complete (complete
in every detail) novice FEMAIE (but brilliant) navigator, I
fronted the clubrooms, deposited my 40 cents, clutched my instruct-
ion sheet and my navigator (ne, the instructions were for the
rally) and bored out into the night. { I wanted to say "awesome
chilly night"™ but it was damned HOT).

First direction said "with clubrooms on left, go northwards
sir" and, not owning = compass, I headed for Caloundra - this
was a good move but further directions didn't quite get us there.
In foct we seemed to go everywhere but. The run was skilifully
planned by Thomas "Full Bore" Hatton (aliss "Two Gun Tom", The
Rumbling Tom", no matter what shape your stomach is in" Hatton).
I say skillfully planned becouse even if you didn't get lost,
going cround in lorge circles certainly gave thot impression.

I tricd early to confuse Gordon Spiden by driving "sans
lights" but no go. Malcolm Campbell had Ted Holliday and Laraine
Romoge as navigators and drove the whole trip with the interior
lizht on - maybe he couldn't trust Ted (with Lerzine I mean(.

But Ted was not thet woy inclined as on every turn he had to
suppress a stirong desire to regurgitate his stomach contents.
(Seems Coopers just aren't as pleasant as Sprites).

1 spotted two GIRL hitch-hikers in a detour near Cloudland -
v-g-r-y inter-resting - but not tempted., R at 7399 was a
dastardly one - but there it was - pole 7399. Quiet, unassuming
gentleman Geoff Hawley incredibly stayed on route even after
adding these numbers to get 28 - he proceeded to find house '28'
and turned right - into the correct sireet. House 28 ouwns pole

number 7399.

7L then a search - took telephone number required and
dropped a large wheelie on spotting a set of headlights looming
up - another competitor? No - a grey Falcon. Heart stopped but
| we didn't. (Fuzz maybe but, if so Fuzz deaf} L st "Hay" was a
over please,..

_— —_— T
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sitter - just hook into Bale Strect and apples it was until one

had to find a substation(?). With "lock up with Lockwood" ring-
ing in our ears, who cares zbout a silly old substation. We didn't
sec it, didn't even look you know - "Lockwood" was our bunny.

We then joined company with Ann Thomson and Peter/Toni -
Toni/Peter - vaulting over the mailbox, I landed on Toni's back
{not Peter{s, you fool - he'd have pulled a 'Koshawoski - ninja
watsit' on me - thut's painful) and cheated the anwswers;

Thank God she was right. I then outdragged the Valiant V8 in my
now exhausted 850 - the V8 was waiting for its naval-gsiter.

Twisting up Constitution Road, we found two police or two
MGCC cars on our tail - onc turned out to be blasted Spiden {had
he been following ©ll along without his lights..?) We outdragged
them, found our six blue squares on Eliza Stumpkotter's garage,
marked each with a yellow sguare to confuse zll followers, then
again blasted off into the night. (Trumpet chorus Ed.) Full bore
to the T-junction found us stending (2ll four feet) on the tiny
Mini brake pedal.

Thomson V8 again with us. A race to "Dandy's Deep Sezs Delight"
ensued with mine Mini mit loose front legs religiously, involun-
tarily, and unerringly following the trom tracks. Five minutes
of searching the Dandy Pet Shop for a "deep sca dandy POODLE"
proved fruitless (Toni said they DO exist)} and off we blusted
to the accompaniment of a strange noise which through the
following rigours of the MGCC 44,000 (yards clot) marathon
graduslly worsened. Alas, a departed engine stabilizer bar
{one of three} and a cracked subframe. A handbruke spin through
the Dandy-Burger Bar extractod a good price for a Dandy Decp Sea
Whatsis then off into the night (hmmmm, Ed.} RT, 3L, 5R,RT etc
and on to an evil looking checkpoint manned by Graham Wright and
colleagues.

Further zlphabet soup and a stsge that czlled for 'step
counting' of a house with an obscurc nmumber. We found it and
Geoff "Tarzan" Gettons who was looking all the world like a
criminal lurking in the shadows. But why was his Mini parked
200 yards further up the road? He COULDN'T have been driving
THAT fast. '
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| Busy stuff and then "who owns 61"? No problem. Then a fair
bit of RT, 4R, 2R, 2L, 7L rubbish found us at Edinburgh Casflc Road
which, indicated as "Csstle" was tough eee 'cos there was a

nearby Castle pub. Lot Ives hit you square in the face, especially
[ if you arrived at the intersection too fast. {no comment) Who

' was at 315 was a piecc of cake.

The second checkpoint was rather difficult to find as it
deserted its post udding to the genernl confusion. It was a
cute checkpoint - o Honda 5600 disguised as a drrughts boaord
with Phil Caxton (horn?) looking much like a prawn, er sorry -

§ pawn, Proceed to stop 29 was tricky as on leaving the divided
road, stop 29 was below and behind you - so just drive around in
circles znd you're set - provided a tram doesn't try to blsect
you like one of the cannibcls tried on us.

"Bump Trams" was an excellent suggzestion but the following
- hints were not so swcet. Good old Mr, Hatton reassured us with
"it's casy, mate". BUT there was this tiny lane see (you didn't
scc, did you?) - very tiny and it was counted see. Well, that was
-~ — easy. Then veer left, left right, sround, back, spin, handbreke,
7000, wheee!! Around and around and around. Monaco '68 with a
fierce round-the-houses getting loster and loster. Suddenly, we
clicked - chunk. Down the dead-end, the same one we had repestcdly
handbraked out of on several earlier excursions - and therc it
was. The section we were warned of that appeared not to exist -
through a paddock called a "ecar park", dodging destructive little
pegs thet couldn't be seen for dust then back onte the main
road. Sort of mcde one feel like Jesse James dodging the
posse via the creek.

Further rhubarbing sbout then the name of the building on
the right - no problem - the answer just rang through - "New
market Telephone exchange". More rubbish then 'left at Brian'.
Brian Street wus o beauty - "tebble", "Runnegar", - who? -
and there it was - "Tait", ofcourse. No problem for compzny
name in Tait Street - it was there in dull yellow - G.H.
something Furniture Co". IT, R, 2R - then a stinker. The
kindergarten wss o dirty trick, "Bazooka" Hatton. We still say

SCE OVET srssease
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St. James Kelvin Grove Church of Eagland but that's how we lost

a point. Ann Thomson still says it was another one very close by,
but that's how she lost another point - boy, did she loose a lot,
ha , ha, ha. (No, actually the Thomson/Lefrancke team were very
good and each time that imposing grille got into and filled

my rear view, I cringed with feur. And still there was znother
kindergaten but Tiger Tom hc say "it be that one and that one

it be™. Many lost points on thuat scene.

A bit more then left at "Sir Donzld" - we ull looked for
Bradman St becuuse we oll knew that the late Donald Campbell was
not a "sir -WE ll did - Thomas Hatton did NOT. So it was
Cumpbell St. A couple of house names znd some careering about
the courier Mail - MGCC area and we were home and hosed, all
over but the shouting )or something like th.t). Our heads were
still spinning as we staggered up the clubroom steps (no nasty
thoughts, pleuse).

In the past, I have bcen responsible for considerable
tyre-scrubbing but this "fun-run" seemed to latch on for more
than its share. Using all the known tricks fo regain time lost
due to continuous back-tracking, my poor new retreads moaned
painfully on their rims, grecat chunke of G800 flying L,R, &C,
(Hotton language for left right and centre. )

And so ended the last night run of the year. I found the.
whole run very enjoyuble and reasonably casy because of a first
class navigator - alone, 1'd say i would have got lost back at
the two girl hitch-hikers.

{P.S. Did you guess your mileage too?)

Results for the run, as under:
1. J.Campbell/S.Webb
2. A.Thomson/T.LeFrauncke
3. G. Spiden/M. Spiden

"4, T.Garred/G.Gettons

5. K.Hawley/G.Hawley

6. M.Campbell/L.Ramage

7. I.Cornes/C.Cornes

8. B.Hart/V.Smith

9. R.Wetzig/P.Wetzig

0. D.Miles/B.Dare
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THE T-TYPES CUT FOR AN AIRING

The MG Clubrooms was the venue for the start of the T-Type
Register's second Degy Outing, run on Sunday, 17th November,

This time the destinction was Toowoomba and possibly the
distance deterred many owners from making the Jnurney as not
quite as meny participated as on the previous run to the Gold
Coast. However, 7 TCs, 2 TD's and 5 TF's managed to roll up
by 9.15 a.m.

The convoy motored through the city with "Red Bezron" Wright
attracting plenty of cttention in his World War 1 leather flying
helmet complete with goggles. Once out of town and running in order
of age, the leading cer was shocked to see 'the fuzz' looming fost
in the resrview mirror and madly blowing on the horn. Visions of
a mess machinery check flashed through our minds but we were
reclieved to hear thot their reason for following us was thot we
had lost half the convoy. Turned out that o TF had stopped with
fuel pump trouble and a TD had run out of petrol shortly after.

At the service station where we wsited for straogglers, the
garage attendant looked quite furious as he mopped up the oil
from his drivewny deposited there by a few TC's. He retcliated
though by pouring petrol all over an unsuspecting Rod Hiley
as he pulled in.

The town of Marburg really came to life at the sight of the
multi-coloured procession thundering through with colours of
red, white, blue, block, green and even orange to catch the
eye. People waved from houses ond children shouted excitedly
from the roadside.

The range into Toowoombs took the wind out of the oldices
with most of the cars overhesting ond the exhaust depzrting from
Runnegar's TC. Once in Toowoombs, the curs made their way to
Picnic Point where lunch was hod omongst swarms of flies.

At 2bout 3 pm, everyone started on the trek home, but we didn't
get far before trouble struck - a few cars suffered overhecting
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problems und the TF's fuel pump troubles re-sppeared whilst
another TF, complete with blower, managed to consume its sixth
pint of oil. A stop for refreshments resulted in a mad water-
throwing fight with half =2 dozen members being thoroughly
suaturated -- certainly a novel woy of beating the heat.

The puce slowed on the return to Brisbane, with frequent
stops. A refreshing barbeccue at Paul van Gool's residence
rounded off whet resulted in being 2 most enjoyable, if not
exhzusting dey's driving.

oo oCo —

NASTY RUMOURS DEPARTMENT

Ted Holliday keeps his telephoto lenses in his spectacles.
Jon McCarthy is building z Clubmen to race, for 1969,
Police Dept uare waiting for Keith to do = Littlemore.
Geoff Hawley isn't thinning on top, he wesrs a bald toupee.
Kerry Horgan is colour blind,

Will Charlton enrolled for the Silhouette course but they made
him join the men's side.

There are two TC's in boxes c¢t the Customs Dept., where they
have been since 1949,

General Motors own British Leyland
British Leyland have bought Fomoco.

Fomoco own the controlling interest in G.M.
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CLOSED HILLCLIMB - MT. CQTTON

December lst saw 30 cars gathered at Mt. Cotton for the
final club hillelimb for 1968. Due to perfect weather, ste,
it was obvious that many club members had found other things
to do that Sunday as only o smzll crowd attended. Owing to
clutch trouble in my own car, I was unable to get to the 'elimb
'til 2.30 and the commencement of the third official runs. so my
story begins from therc.

Group & up to 1100 saw only two competitors; Groham
Maynard in one of the origincl Centsur Clubmans ond Koy Hewley
in her Weber-propelled Sprite. Grsham took out his closs with
2 run of 58 secs and, incn ottempt to better this, did o complete
180° on his exit from BMC, after s series of over-corrected power
slides. The 1101 to 1500 class cerried only one competitor, Vern
Hamilton, who drove his Centour to an easy win., Putting on one
of the best displays of the dzy, Vern never put e foot wrong to
toke out FLT.D. with o run of 51.9. The over 1500 class was won
by regular, Rob Robson, who pushed his Morgan Sports zround the
course in g most consistent manner, his fastest time being 59.1
sces.

Sports Cars Group B up to 1500 hud only two entrants,
Morris Kelly in o MkI Sprite znd Terry Gerred in ¢ IIA Sprite,
ocnd it was Terry who showed the way in this event with 2 best
run of 64,2 secs.

The 500 ec Raeing Class saw Bob Henricks pushing his
little F.M. Sandion MkII along quite consistently with a best run
of 55.4. His fourth run, looked like beinhg a besuty but things
werc not his wey. After waiting on the line for cbout 5 minutes
whilst Noel QOrphan's Dominator was moved from the track after o
lost in BMC, Bob had o speedy run to the hairpin but, even with
full lock applied, the Sandian refused to negotiaste ihe corner.
Vince Appleby's Hunter, uzlthough lacking power because of an
untuned exhaust, still turned in crediteble runs with a best of
61 secs.
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Racing Cars, 501 cc and over brought out the stars of the
day with Tim Harlock heading the list. His Cooper¥ord seems
to have all the bugs ironed out as his & runs never varied more
than 1.4 secs. His polished driving style gave him a best run
of 53.8 secs. Ian Peters scemed to be having some trouble with
the Mini'Din's excess pouwer as, on several occasions, over correction
nearly put him off the track. However, he still menaged a run
of 58 secs, some seconds outside the car's capability. Ray
Jorgensen, expected star of the day, seemed plagued with gearbox
troubles throughout the day although he did manage to record
fastest time in his class {52.9) before real trouble struck. On
his final run he seecmed destined for a really fast time but came
to grief after a high speed crash at B.M.C. Coming into BMC for
the second time and travelling at over 7O mph hc started to engage
a lower geer for the corner, but his foot caught the edge of the
accelerator. With the front wheels locked and thc back wheels
still pushing, the RJ Holden lcft the track at about 50 mph
With & resounding crash, the cuar hit the safety fencing, tearing
off the right front wheel and dameging the rcar suspension.
Luckily thc body work had gone betwecen thc two poles and Rey
escaped with moderate burns to his right leg - caused by broken
water lines. The fencing did an admirable job of proteeting
both driver and car; and therc wes only a small hold up in the
programme =25 the fencing wus rcpaired,

The up to 1500 MG class saw Brad Hart, in the Tebble TD
doing battle with Dave Miles'TC; however it was 'Gertie' who showed
she had the longer legs and, with Brian Tebble st the whéel, re-
corded best class time of 60.9 secs. Don Webster's ageing TD took up
third place.

Threc MGB's competed in the over 1500 class and it was
Adrian Gerdiner's vehicle which showed o clean pair of heels to
the B's of Steve Booker and Barbara Dare. Booker seemed to be
trying just & little too hurd 11 day with several unnecessary
excursions. .




THE OCT 4GON 25 DECEMBER, 1968

The Touring Cors up to 1100 c.c. attracted 3 minis, an
Imp and a Renault R8. Ross Gettons pedslled the Imp to within
.1 scc of the R8 of Mex Sutter although both cars lscked a lot
of H.P. on the hills. Geoff Smallsmen also had quite = time
pegging back the Cooper of Toni Lefrancke besoting by .2 sec
on his last run. Star of this class however wns veteran John Blake
who took out this class with an untroubled run of 62,7 seecs. The
1101 - 1500 cc Class provided no excitement with the threc
competing cars turning in times around the seventy sccond merk,
Kay Howley had it much her own way in her Hubby's GT Cortinc to
take out top time with a run of 67.9. (I'd say Geoff is still
working out how much rubber she scrubbed out on her leadfoot starts).
Alcn Wheeley's 1600 "Beetle" took out second place chead of the
Datsun 1300 of James Jones.

Final car to run and probably the most spectaculer was
crowd pleaser Dick Jolnson in his '64 Holden, Unopposed in his
class, he put in three terrific runs within .3 sec of one another
the fastest being 54.7.

And so ended the last Hillelimb for 1968. The barbecue
after the meeting, though not as successful ~s hoped due to .low
aettendance figures, was enjoyed by all those who attended.
Fastest times in each class recorded on the day are listed below.

SPORTS CARS — GROUP &

Up to 1100 G.Mazynard Centaur Clubman 58.0
1101 to 1500 V.Hamilson * 'Centeur 51.9 ¥*
1501 & over R.Robson Morgan 59.1
SPOITS CARS ~ GROUP B
Up to 1500 T.Garred A/H Sprite 64.2
RACING CARS .
Up to 500 c.c. B. Henricks Sandian Mkii ‘55.4
501 & over R. Jorgensen RJ Repco Holden 952.9
MG CARS
Up to 1500 ec.c. B. Tebble MG TD 60.9
1501 & over A.Gardiner MG B 58.7
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TOQURING CARS - GROUP C

Up to 1100 J. Blake Morris M/Deluxe 62.7
1101 to 1500 K. Hawley Cortina GT 67.9
1501 & over R. Johnson Holden EH 547

*%* Fastest time of day
---  o0o ~---

MOUNT COTTON MUSINGS

Dave Miles' TC hus new woodwork ... pre drilled! He
claims that it is 'Home Units' for the borers.

Mayhem Graynard's new Centaur makes enough noise to be |
a real threat in the future, after he sorts out the handling |
problems.

After a very successful gaming teble after the Hill Climb, -ﬂ’
Will Charlton is rumoured to be opening a Casino in the Clubrooms.

Dick Johnson has obviously been taking crowd pleasing 5
lessons from Uncle Norman.

When is Gertic geing to get her pension?

Kerry Horgan should find out first whether Itzlians tell
'Austrelian' jokes. :

Adrian Gardiner's 140 mph MGB (passed an MGB that does
130 mph) has a new line for BMC. At least he secms to heve
sorted out the under steer probloms.

Tried on Vince Appleby's black monster, but found thut
it pinched = little around the knees. Perhops it will stretch
with use, or maybe thc new luccup model will be céasier to fit
into.

A certain red MGB would benefit from the odd thrash at
the motorkhana grounds, and thore is an article which should
interest the driver on Safcty in Mctor Sport in this Octagon.
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COMMENT ON "AN UNFORTUNATE ACCIDENT" ... 'Octngon Oct.1963

There are sevcral aspects of the above article which I feel
cannot be allowed to pass without further comment. I hopc that
the below witl put the whole thing in perspective.

All @AMS licensed tracks are inspected at thc beginning of

each year by the Notional Track Inspection Committce of CAMS to

see that 211 scfety requirements are complied with., Generally,

the tracks are inspected from three points of view in the follow-

ing order of priority:-
1. Safety for spectators.
2. Safety for Officials {in particular flasg marshalls)
3. Safety for Competitors.

In general, I fecl that, while spectators ond officials are
fairly well covered, the safety of competitors has tended to be
treated in & minor way. It is possible for a suofety fence to do
an admirzble job of protecting the spectators but, =t the scme
time, to be downright dangerous for drivers. This is the area in which
we should continue tc press for improvements in our local cir-
cuits,

In the particular uccident referred to last month, there are
several aspects which should be further discussed. 1 underqtand
that the fence in question was checked at the beginning of the
year and wzs then at the correct height above the ground. Since
then, the ground has subsided, being on a filled area, so that the
fence is now too far above the ground. However, even if tho fence
had been ot the correct height, 'it would still have been possible
for a racing car to jam its wheel under the fence. The manufacturers
of the safety rails state that, if the fence is lowered, it would
act as a launching ramp which is also highly undesirablc, Various
other suggestions have been put forward inecluding placing timber
rails under the steel safety rails., This is also totally unsatis-
factory as the timber will quickly shatter und a wheel can still
be jammed under the steel rail.

The basic problem is that o steel rail fence such as this is
designed for use on public roads where vchicles cre much higher.
These fences work becufifully on touring cers but are unsotisfactory
for racing and sports racing cars.
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It would seen to me that the answer lies in the use of an extens-

ible fencing which gives when hit by @ car and slows the car

down over gquite a few feet - not instantly. I am referring to the

chain wire fencing 2s used at Mt. Cotton Hillelimb. At the Queens-
-~ 3and Hillelimb Championship meeting in June, we had = similar

accident to Mulcolm's where a racing car went straight off the end

of the hairpin, admittedly it was travelling some 30 odd mph slower

but the driver was uninjured except for a sore shoulder, and he was

not even wearing a seat belt. I feel quite sure that he would

have received severe leg injuries had he hit & steel rail fence

under the same circumstances.

Another basic example occurred in practice for this year's
‘Spanish Grand Prix when Jack Brabham blew his engine in the breaking
aresz for = corner at the end of one of the small straights, where
the cars are reaching 100~120 mph, and deposited all the engine's
0il on the road. Pedro Rodriguez was the next driver along and, as
the oil flag had not been shown, he did not slow down at all. When
he tried to brske it was too late, and he ploughed through the »
first chain wire safety fence. This dissipoted most of the car's
speed and the vehicle came to rest in the second chain wire fence.
Rodriguez excaped unhurt and his car was drivesble the next day,
Try thet with a steel rail or timber fence some time.

4t present CAMS will not permit the use of chain wire fencing
on race circuits in Austrzlia. Their objections are based on the
fact that, once the fence is hit, it is usually no longer effective
as a safety barrier and would mean that races would have to be stop-
ped whilst repairs were carricd out. This is ovcrcome overseas by
using three or four fences behind each othcr and the chances of a
car coming through more than the first two zre remote so that the
protection should remzin inteect throughout the race. The other
problem is that these fences take up quite a lot of space and this
could cause some problems on cxisting circuits which have not been
l2id out with this in mind. -

Another fazctor in favour of the chain wire fence is that a 3'
high chzin wire fence costs approx half the cost of a single steel
rail fence which is not as effective.

In conclusion, I would like to remind the writer of the
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previous article that, while I basically agree that the fencing
could be improved, the problem is by no means as simple as it seems,
The lecsson to be learned is that different types of safety fencing
arc most effective in different positions and the type of fence
must be matched to its application.

Since this article was written, we have had a similar accident
at Mt. Cotton where a car hit a chain wire szfety fence preciically
head on at around 50 m.p.h. The driver received a badly scalded leg
from hot water which escaped from damaged water lines but was
otherwise unhurt. o :

I feel that this substantiates the fact that ehain wire safety
fences zre far safer in areas where they are likely to be hit head
on. Had the car at Mount Cotton hit a steel rail fence head on at
that speed, I am sure that both the driver snd his cer would
have received far more serious injuries.

I would like to extend my sympathy to Malcolm Aldred and I hope
that we will soon see him out of hospital and cround the motor
racing circles, as his cheerful disposition and helpful outlock
on Motor Sport has been missed. If 51l competitors wore as helpful
ag Malcolm, things would be much easier for officials.
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THE T-TYPE REGISTER

The T Register seems to have died. So have zll the
T types I think. Once you could see quite a few down the
club on Friday nights, and oftem even more parked in Queen
Street. Now on nocturnal expeditions down our glittering main
strect @1l I see are 5 litre GM monsters. Where have they all
gone? Have the borers formed a Union and all gone out on strike?
Surely Rod Hiley hasn't stripped gvery T type for parts? There
has to be a few left.

1'd love to see thirty T types roll up for a Motorkhana
agoin, Yes, again, my fricnds. 1 can remember 32 in fuct that
rolled up together. 1 can even remember fifty T types teking
Warana Princesses round thc Ekka gwounds. 1 was there }so this
proves I'm old..... 1t also proves there were a lot of very
enthusinstic T typers in those days) 0.X., 0.X., Why am I not
driving a T type now? because I can't find one, that's why.

So now you've guessed. As well as being a call for T
types, its also the longest ‘wonted! advertisement you've ever
rend. If anyone knows of a TC whose borers have left because
of lack of woodwork, please let me know, I've got a stack of
ex-works beetles that are dying off from luck of sustenance, and
1'd love to give them a restored TC to chew on. The restoring
would also give me something to do at night, znd stop me from
putting ridiculous 'wanted' ads in the Octugon.

Write or ring: Iain Cornes
24 Forbes Street,
Hawth orne 4171

Phone 99 2481
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ROAD TESTS

1 suppose you all get some favourite mag and read the
road tests in it., Even the good 0ld Courier has a road test
in cvery Wednesday, so you've all been exposed to road tests
at some time or other., Much as I hate to admit it, I once used
to believe the magic words I read. Go to work in a Newspaper
Office and see if you still belisve all gou read.

Unfortunately, all things in this big bad world are
controlled by the man who has the purse strings. No Editor
will ever allow a Motoring writer to suy nasty things cbout his
best advertlslng customer. Factuel road tests don't make up
for a lost 5000 contract.

1'm not trying to say thot all motoring journalists have
sold their souls to the Advertising Manager, definitely not. What
you have to do, is realise the stress they work under, ond learn
to understand their language. When you read "the best model produced
by Blank Motors to date", doesn't me:zn that this model is any
good, all it means is that this model is slightly better than
last year's shocking one, "Slight body roll was experienced" means
that it picked up grass in its door handles. "The window winder
was the easiest to use" means that the rest of the car was so
bad that the window winder was the only thing I could find to
praise. "We put in some incredible laps at 'X' Racing Circuit®
means the handling is 1ncredlblx bod, and we were lucky to come

back alive.

Get the idea? There's lots more of these motoring double
telk gems when you think about it, but probzbly the best of 2ll
is "This was one of the best cars I have tested all year, in all
respects, comfort, finish, performance and handling", this
usually means that I wrote it off helf o mile down the road from
the dealers.
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WHAT IS THE M.G. CAR CILUB

A good question. The M.G.C.C. is whotever you, gentle
rezder, want it to be. And that is the simple snswer to 'what
is the M.G.C.C.7

The very first M.G.C.C. began as o hondful of M.G. owners
who bonded together in common interest, with the idez of being
able to help one cnother by being able to pool all their
knowledge =nd skills, This still goes on today, with motoring
men (znd women, I'1l drink to them) banding together for their
own mutucl benefit.

The M.G.C.C. cluims to be for M.G. owners and those sympathetic
to the M.G. cause, and to the cause of motoer sport in general.
Through the cleuse which ineludes @1l those with zn interest in
motor sport, we goin our non-mg owning members, these members 4
often being more keen on all forms of motor sport thon many MG
owners, who join just beccouse they have an MG and want = badge.

So remember, «s you park your MG outside the Clubrooms, don't
winge too much zbout that 'bloke with the Holden', he is per-
fectly entitled to seek membership in the M.G.C.C. and its great
to see @ lurge roll-up at Club events, even if the mgjority are
not MG's. He's interested.... so don't knock him.

By now, you probably think i'm a rabid FJ driver, but I'm
not, I'm 2n MG driver from woy back. But I do belicve in credit
where credit is due; if a Holden driver offers to help run the
M.G.C.C. then thunk him from the bottom of your hearts.... he is
an enthusiust of motor sport.

Well, there it is, the Club is formed of enthusiasts who
want....?? The question murks are whatever you desire in the
motoring line, Just tell your nearest Committee member who will
arrznge it. Don't sit there though and comploin that such and
such isn't done, let us know whzt you wunt. That is the M.G.C.C.
esreeasWhat you want,
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TAPPET CHATTER

My mouth is vory unrelisble. I find thet it shoots off
all on its own, without uny reference to the central control unit
on top. Last month is agreed to write 'eomething' every month
for the Octagon, so here goes. If you don't like it, don't blame
me, blame my mouth.

[ Bought o Workshop Manusl for the Sporty Cor last week.

#7.88 (seven dollars ecightyeight cents). When you think about
it, that's one helluva price. *7.88!! What d'you get for =zl
that hard ecrned loot? A list of all the special tools you
require to work on the car. A list of 211 the tools you ain't -
got, that's what. I mean just who keeps 2 'bevel pinion bearing
remover und repl.cer udaptor' in their tool kit. I know I didn't
get one in the free American type plastic w-llet thot contoined
the jack and knock-off hcmmer thot come with my car. Meybe the
original owner kept it as a souveneir. :

These Manucls cre supposed to give 'guidance to the less
cxperienced mechonic', but they never seem to cover the problems
I have. 'Tap the radius of the yoke lightly with s copper hommer.
The be.ring should begin to emerge.... Should begin to cmerge.
Whet happens when it doesn't "begin to emerge'? That's what I'd
like to know, and does it tell you? Does it hell. And sl1l for
seven dollars eightycight cents,

Driving slong the other doy, o Trumpy TR3 gave me the old
Sports car wuve. Nearly collapsed with the shock. Got so used to
getting dull looks from MG drivers th-t I'd given the gome awny.
Thought the wove had gone out of feshion like Body Odour, but if
the TR could give me o w.ve, then to blozes with it, I'11 give
you all a wave, even flash the lights too if i'm in a good mood,
Don't think the Police have mude it illegal yet.

-

---  o0o ---

I
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INSURANCE ..., - ARE WE BEING FLEECED?

Attention all you lucky MGTF owners. Do you know that
Insurance Companies consider that your M.G, is as bad an
insurance risk us a Ferrari? Those aluminium Vignale panels on
the TF were ulways hord to pznel beat. Don't laugh, this is
whot Insurance Compunies think, and that's why you pay as much
to insure the TF us a Ferrari,

The Insurance pecple have a series of classifications
from 1 to 4, with steeply ascending premiums ss your car goes
up in the series. Most of us zre in group 4, whether we like
it or not. Any sports car is in group 4 (except Goggo Darts, they
are group 3). Any modified car is group 4, and anything which is
an 's' type and most 'GT'S' ure zlso in 4. Why is o Morris 850
with twe corburettors in group 47 Are we unasble to handle the in-
crease in power? To get over this problem, we should all but an
underpowered cor such as o Valiont, Falcon or Holden V8, which
are only in group 3. Obviously there is un error of judgement
somewhere. My twin carbed 850 gets blasted off st the lights by
Grandma in her Automstic v8 uny day, and has Grendma ever learnt
to control her V8?7 Like Hell. But Grondma's V8 still puays less for
her insurance than you and 1 do.

One go-uhead Company in the UK has done away with these
articificial clussifications ond base your premium directly on your
age and driving rccord. Therefore, with one of these 'Alpha!
policies you poy the same to insure a Lamborghini as an upright
Prefect. The only factors which affect the premium are your age
ond your driving record. This seems a much foirer way to basc
premium quotes, don't you think? Until we get it here, does
anyone know of cheap insur.nce?
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SHIRL'S NIGHT OUT

So I hears Tom Hzstton say there wuz goin ter be a Night
Nav Run, an' come over an' pay yer money. So I scz ter Shirl
{yair, the syme one I had lzrst week} about how we should go
on the flyming thing and have a go so ter speak. I could see
Shirl wuzn't resl gassed on the idear but you know what ther
flyming women cre loike. Anyways we gits out bit of piper offa
Tom an shot off like the proverbial rocket I tell yer. .

We wuz OK till yer had ter turn at ther flyming lamp post,
we wuz half way through the Genersl Hospital afore we got ther
message thet ther flyming pole wuz about 4bbotsford Rd and ther
pole was on the other side of ther rozd. It started ter ryne
then an ya shoulda heard Shirl start moenin'. 1 thought it wuz
becuz her flymin' hair wuz gettin' wet, but it wuz becuz her ol' ‘
man's flymin' Reeferdex had spots on it. (We'd borrered er' ol'
men's one cuz I don't have one - I know me wye arand).

Anywzys I puts the old foot down and did a couple of real
beaut wheelies over the bridge on' Shirl quits wingein. Found
the squares on the garage door on whetever road it wuz (Don't
have a Reeferdex of me own an' we'd put Shirl's Dad's one awuy
ter stop it gettin' ryned on). Fair zoomed clong the Grynge tram
line, cheese it's a beauty isn't it? Got ter the Dandy joint
and fand out how much the flymin burgers wuz. Big wheelie away
from the Burger Brr got shot ter bits by the arrival of the Fuzz
on & motor bike so we crept down ter the Edinburgh Castle and
carried on.

Then it happened ..... we wuz fair lost, good znd proper.
There wuz 2 thing on the bit of piper whst looked like s blob,
whaot we couldn't understand, Shirl an' me. Got her old man's
Reeferdex out an' all, and we wuz still lost. Just made it ter
the pub though..... a beaout night.!
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AUSTRALI AN HILLCLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP - 1968

This yeur the Australiazn Hillelimb Champicnship was held on
the Templestowe course in Melbourne. Templestowe is 2 long est-
tablished course, having becn in operction for some fifteen ye:rrs.
The course is some 30 yards longer thon Mt.Cotton but is entire-
ly different. Most of the corners cre relatively low specd corners,
although quite tricky, and speeds of over 100 mph sre reuched on
the str.ight. Up "Ths W:11", the gradient is stecper thun any
found at Mt. Cotton, acnd the surface is incredibly rough, being
simitiar to the last section of the access rosd into Lekeside -
but even rougher! The locuals secm to like it this woy cnd it !
certuainly mukes for spectacular cetion.

Hillelimbs in Victoriz have quite = following a8 most of the
competitors only compete at Hillelimbs. The only reo«d rocing car
present which would be femiliur to Quecnslend people was Allan
Hamilton's Porsche 911, Competition betwecn the top drivers is
fierce and extremely close, only 1.9 sees scpurated the first
three pluacos.

The title was taken out by Dick White in o reer sngined VW
1500 specicl. This ccor is cbout halfvay in size between a go-kert
and a Formula 1 car and has incredible ccceleration. It has not
yet been timed over a SSy mile, but it secms copable of times in
the mid 10 sec bracket zs the sccond place cor has done 11.2 sec
for the SS§ mile. Dick's best time wos 49.3 sces., .1 sec outside
the outright record which hc shores with Allan Homilton in his old
Porsche sports cur. Second was Paul England in another S/C W
engined cur of 1900 cc, with 2 time of 49.8 sees. The ucceleration
of these c.rs hus to be secn to be believed =g, most of the time,
there is only one or two whecls on the ground in the stroights
due to the roughness of the traock.

Third place went to Peter Hollinger, secn by mcst of us ut
Mt. Cotton in June. Peter is now pedalling as guickly arsund
the corners as the others but his car is not guick encugh in @
straight line, which may surprise those who saw him ot Mt. Cotton.
Fourth plece was tuken by another VW cngined cor driven by Ray
Cann, This coer was built in the five wecks before the meeting and

he only mzncged one run befure the suspension collapsed, but this
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vas enought to gain him fourth plece.

Lecnard Teale was slso competing in his MG Midget and this
time he drove very creditably without bending anything. The general
standard of sports aond touring curs is not very high and there are
plenty of Queensl-nd c¢:rs which would leave the ¥ictorisns for dead.
However, competition in the rucing c.r classes is for stronger than

it is up here.

L feel thet we can look forword to seeing top Vietoriaon
competitors =t Mt. Cotton in August for 1969 Queenslcond Hillelimb
Championship - - and that should be ¢ tremendous day.

== oy wews pln s

SEEN IN THE PITS st Templestowe

"Buttercup" - MG TC with MCB engine {absclutely full house
Weber, ete) ond gearbox; but still with TC suspension, 7" or 8" wide
wire wheels 2nd painted bright yellow — an inecredible motor cor -
it puts up times &t Templestowe thut would he equivalent to 53
seconds times ot Mt. Cotton, Thet would certzinly get Brisn Tebble
end Duve Miles all stirred up. '

Peter Brocks 179 Holden engined & 30. The wheels are so wide
that they are cempletely outside the originsl bedywork oné the cer
goes so well that it would scare hell out of the loecal Anglias snd
Minis etc...

John Whitehous's Austin 7 Special - fitted with a 1934 S.V.
Austin 7 engine ond Weber - blows off the fastest Formula Vaes,
which is not =« bad cchievement for ¢ 7950 c.c. motor. The engine gives
out 28 HP &t the reor wheels on petrol und 40 HP on Nitro - blows
off the local 500 c.e. cars .s well!
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NOSTALGIA DEPLRTMENT

This new M.G. is very definitely a fast car in the true
sense of the word ......, is quite stuble right up to its
maximum of about 105 m.p.h. The car is extremcly comfortsble
on long journeys uand the padded seats give gcod support to
the back and thighs. Is one of the mest delightfully snug
open cars on the road ....,. the hood fits well and no rein can
get in. Certainly the only 100 m.p.h. machine to be offered ot
a sane price.

Sounds like quite = car, this new MG, but its not an MGB
or an MGC, its un MGA 1600 MkII teoked from a road test on its re-
lesge in 1962! I feel that the tester in guesticn was stretching
the long bow o little with his padded seacts bit, though. I have
only once travelled = lorg Jjourney in zn '4#' with stazndard seats
and was a virtual cripple by the time we got there. MGA owners
huad also better write to BMC and get one of these 'Neo-leak' b
hoods! :

Still in 1962 we have s report on 'Our fastest dragster'
which covered a 8.5 in 11.7 11.7 is still & rcasonsble time,
but you should see the photogreph of his machine. The flying
bedstexzd just isn't in it, complete with Dunlop R34's at least
5" wide. The owner is even repcrted as szying that it 'scared
heck out of me'. I don't wonder at that, it scares heck out of
me just looking at the photograph.

The Technical information section is quite a riot, with
boy racers in Austin B 90 Atlentics wanting to know hos much
to take off the heud, and what sort of power he could expect
after such modifications, and owners of 1947 Vauxhall Wyvern
tourers wanting to fit four speed gearboxes!! I wonder whatever
happened to that four on the floor Wyvern tourer9 Yes, 1962
was a good year.




=
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ABINGDON, A BIRTHPLACE REVISITED

In June of 1968 we were very fortunste to be invitcd to
visit Abingdon, thc legendary home of M.G's. The General Secretary
Wilson McComb, had suggested we come over before we returned to
Aussic during our stay in the 01d Country.

Abingdon, itself, is onc of those gquaint old English tcowns
you sec in the quaint old English movies, full of winding, narrow
streets and funny policemen with blue helmets. A gqueint blue
helmet kindly directed us towards the factory (& task hs does at

cast ten times a weck I'm sure) and we duly presented curselves

at the Factory gate. Wilson McComb came out to meot us personslly,
which he does for 21l overseas Club members, and took us to his
Office where we met the steff of the now defunct 'Safety Fast'

and ofter a genercl chat we get off to see the production line.

Once wugain we were very lucky in that is was o 'strike dsy'
at B.M.C. Leyland Motor Honlding Corporation (or whatever they
call themselves) and we c~uld go through the cntire assembly
lince without somc white costed Supcrvisor telling us to 'get
the L cut of it'. We started st the end where the bodies come
in. They arrive from Pressurcd Steel Corp as fully pazinted shells
and at that stage the as yet unborn car is given a sheet detailing
its specifications and future. The differences can he quite
fantestie, and aré mainly dependent on the enuntry of destination.
For the American or Continental market they get Left Hand Drive.
american cars have to be 'Naderised' with special dash bosrds and
crash padding and anti-smog cdevices on the engine. Continental
models have things like steering locks and yellow headlighte to
make them different from English models. Add to this the customers
requirements of low compression engines, overdrive, wire wheels
etc. and you can sec why each particular car kas to be specifically
programmed through the assembly lines. Since we were reasonably
conversant with the English model, we followed the path  an M.G.
destined for the American market would take.

Firstly the wiring harness was added, and then on to have the
special Ralph Nader dash installed. This is &z peculiar puffy
arrangement with the instruments decply recessed in the pedding,
and 'Piuno' styled switches,

over please....
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Abingdon Revisited {Cont)

From thore the brake lines and dual master cylinders go
in. More detail attention is then given to the body proper,
with some interior trim and wind-up windows bcing fitted.

Now the car does a 'U' turn in the factory and starts

heading towards the exit. On the home run first the reer
axle and rear suspension arc added as one complete unit. On
to the next bay where the front suspension is fitted, once
again as a complete unit. After this comes the engine and
gearbox {as one umit). As the car now nears the testing bay
the final details to the body are added, wheels fitted and

" jubricants and water put in. At the very end of the assembly
line the car is fired up for the first time and any water and
0il leaks noted and attended to.

The most exacting scrutiny of the finished car then takes
place before it goes on road test. Providing it has passed
serutineering it then goes coff for a five mile run around
Abingdon lanes where any running faults are ncted for final
correction. :

So there you are, the birth of an M.G. Not as ex-
citing as your own emergence perhaps (ask your mother) but still
very interesting, especially in the way that cach car is built to
its own specific plan. Not quite 'hand building' but definitely
better than straight out mass production.

--- 900 --- 000 -

Mum is quite used to my last minute rushes to get

the Octagon cut now, after one year as editor; the other day

hurrying off to work, she asked me "Have you got your lunch

and appleby?
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READERS IETTERS:

Dear Sir,

1 was intcrested to see that the club fecs have been in-
creased to :7.50 from ©6.30. The little bit about it in the Oct-
ober Octagon said that this was due to increased cost of Club
menggement, I rezlise that we are one of the least expensive
clubs operating, but I would be intercsted to scc where the
increased costs of club managemcnt arise.

Yours faithfﬁlly,
A Club member,

We showed this letter to the Club Secretary, whose reply
should fully answer your query:

Members, you are probably aware by now that the Centre Fees
have increased from 76.30 per annum to %7.50 for renewal of
membership and from £8.80 to 10 for new membors. The decision
toc increase the fecs was arrived at after much discussion by the

‘Management Committee,

The fact being that there has not been a rise in fees for
some eight years. Under the circumstences, the increase is small
in proportion tothe rising costs of club administration.

Consideration must be shown when we huve Clubrooms that
are open every weck to members and visitors. Also, the number
of .events und varieties of such events run throughout the year
have risen, )

At present, the MG Car Club (Qld) Centre off crs more for
its members in relation to membership fees than any other sporting
car club affiliatcd with the Confederation of Australian Motor
Sport.

L. Whittzker
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A NEW OCTAGON %

Thirty glossy pages: Photographic cover of events!
Regular monthly editions! Commercial standard of production!
Could this be the Octagon of the future?

After the AGM on 29th November, Iain Cornes brought
up the idea of a new Octagon format. The idea was to cover the
cost of production of the magazine by selling advertising space.
Spirited discussion among members present brought out that the
majority were in agreement to have adverts in the Octagon if
the standard were to be high. Doubt was expressed by some, that
advertisers could be found for & magazine of such limited circu-
lation. Further discussion brought out that while the ecirculation
was limited, the people who read the Octagon were the ones who
would be the most likely customers of the type of advertisers
envisaged for a new Octagon.

Iain then promised to investigate further into the idea
and report to the first Committee meeting of 1969. So there we
are, if advertisers can be found, we stand a chance of having
a very professional Octagon in 1969. After all, we have in the
Club two professional journalists and a Press.photographer ...
let's give them something to work on.

===  olo ===

Results for the Night Navigation run of 25th October
1968 for which a story is not available, are as follows:-

Hewley - L. Whittaker
Gale - K. zbell
Hatton - H. Gardner
Claxton - N, Baker
Wetzig - P. Wetzig

U A -
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CLASSIFIED ADS

X

Complete set of CLOSE RATIO gears, except mainshaff, |
for MGA (also suit early model MGB'S) ; :

150.00 Ring Tim Harlock 70 1842

To sell or swap for M.G.T.C. Parts:

irF 1500 rear axle complete TF bonnet side panel L.H. good condt. g
TF instruments complete TF spare wheel bracket & body panel |
TF side screens TF steering column i
IF steering rack complete TF steering wheels - 2 {original) i
rf TF front lower wishbones (2off) TF 1500 prop shaft :
~ TF front springs (2 off) TF king pins

= e e ks o e o e e e

Wanted M.G.T.C. Parts:

10 Petrol Tank TC dror handles
TC front guards & running boards (2) TC door catches
] TC rev counter TC switches
. TC headlights & side 1ights TC tail light
1C spare wheel bracket TC front shock absorbers (2)
Contact: Jon McCarthy

49 Woadville Street,
HENDRA 68 3474
{or at Clubrooms)
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