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April

27 Closed Hill Climb, Mt. Cotton
May

2 Home Movie Night

6 T-Type Run to Register Rebuilders
11 MSC Sprints Lakeside

16 Night Navigetion Run

18 Sports Car Championships, Surfers
25 Motorkhana

30 Film Night

June

1 Closed Race Meeting Lakeside

8 Driving School Mt. Cotton.

That lot should keep you busy for the next few weeks.
There's something for everyone there,

Two night novig:tion runs a month gpert., Get your

mzps out.

¥t. Cotton is the venue for our closed hill climb.
Other clubs heve becn invited, so mzke sure you enter
to kecp the club spirit high., SEE YOU THERE. -

A Driving School dey ot Mt. Cotton too, for all who

aren’t quite sure of the way up yet. :

Sports Car Ch:ompionships at.Surfers Paradise Circuit
on 18th May. Come 2long and barrack for the competing
Club members., '

Closed racc meeting in June. This is your chance to
try your hand at ihe sport of kings.

Motorkhena for the 'Dirt men'. Tingalpa 25th May.

Went to Sprint? QMSC have invited us to Lakeside on
May 11lth.

Sorry, but the Egyptian Tap Dancing night is off.
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The Editorisl pen has been dipped in Hemlock for
this month's editorial. So if you're squesmish, pass on to

the next page.

I've been he:ring = bit of milcontent sround the
Clubrooms rocently. "Its just = Hill Climb Club", znd "If
you don't racc or hill olimb then there's nothing in the

Club". Not only is this & blotant misrepresent:stion of

the truth, but 2lso is indicative of the lack of Club

spirit shown by some members. In the six weeks event's

listed in the last Octagon there were TWO night nav-

igation runs, ONE motorkhsnz, ONE film evening, ONE soc-

341 night and TWO Hill climbs. So all this cleptrep zbout
"Nothing but Hill Climbs" is untrue. In fsact, this bull is
being brought forward by those members who never enter snything.

This poge hcs been dediceted to you N.0.M.L.0. members,
{N:me on mailing list only). Lust month we reported that
30 members compcted ct the last motorkhsna, and 18 on the

night nav run. This is WOEFUL. Your committee spends many
hours of their time to prepere these evonts, snd thirty of
you turn up to the Motorkhans., Big desl. Let me bore you
(I know this bores you beczuse you have shown no cnthus-
jeem at sll up to date) by quoting from the Octrngon,

April, 1960: MA night navigation run wss held on Friday
8th April, and fortyone cars -nd crews...." or the Octagon
of May 1962, "end the hurd work of our Gymkhsons  Committee
wus reworded with forty entries.” ‘

In 1966 1 was reported in the Octogon as having said,
at n Committee meeting, "Are we a sporting car club, or =
Spineless, Gutless Mediocrity?" It pcins me thet I have
to write those words sgain. Not st the Club in General,
but directly =t =2ll you N.0.M.L.0's.

Obviously these remarks ore not intended to affront
those members who live in the country, cnd cannot
possibly get down to Brisbcne for evente. These members
show for more enthusizsm than you do.

N.0.M.L.0's., if you're not going to do, or enter
anything, then plecse just stop wingelng. -

To -11 my recders (there must be one left), Good Motoring,

The Editor.
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a few leaves from the t-type pot
by robert gill

About 100 curs are ot present on record in the
T-Type Register of the Club.

One does not see many of these cars on the road,
but it must be remembered thot, on an aver-ge, these
cors ages sre about 18-20 years.

& survey conducted leote in February indicoted thet
of the curs on register, about df zre in pircecs and
# grezt many of thesc are in the process of bsing built
up from scrzteh.

Anyone who owng, or has owned one, or zny numbasr of
early mg's has found thot sport from beeakin: = few
rotten bolts off, the car comes apart easily.

The only twist in getting tho cor back on the rosd
is that putting the car together is not nearly so easy
those bolt holes .nd body pznels just don't line up even
with the most brut:=l persuusion. C

It is ecsy to ses therefore, why owncrs who either
werk had for every cent they muke, or don't get paid
st 211 because they .re students, hoven't got their cirs
on the ro.d.

The T-Types in Brisbane consist of TF's -nd T CG's in
the mein., There wre only .bout o dozen TD's wnd oneg or
two earlier os the Ta und TB., The Register ulso
applies to MGY owncrs.

A possible rezson for the poor sttendances ut earlier
meetings is thet o lorge number of wwners were totzlly
ignorant of the Register till this year, when it wus real-
ised a face~1lift was. needed. _

This year, & far grezter list of activities has
been planned for the Register. Runs huve been designed,
and informetive telks will be given by cexperienced T-
Typers to help those wlhio may ba looking &t = conglomer-
ction of bits and wondering how it <11 fits to mzke their
drceem car. : o

Also plunned is = visit teo & mumber of owners who

— — S
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£ few T-Types Leaves {CONT)

are at present restoring their cors, so the aspircnts
cin see what they should be doing to put theirs in
Concourse winning closs, _ '

It is hoped that Brisbcne, which is szdly lacking
in roczd going T-Types «t the moment, mzy soon become one
of the leading centres for the Register.

This cen only be achieved by cohesion end co-op-
eration between owners, which it is hoped will be
fostered by the Register «nd its activities.

* = " . - = * =

(Editorisl Footnote: On behzlf of the Committee
end myself mcy I slso <dd our best wishes to the T-Type
Register. The Club spirit shown by Register members
is certecinly very encouraging. The roll-up to the lost
T-Type meeting was fantestic. Let's hope you can keep
all that wonderful enthusissm for 211 the years you
will be MGCC members. Remember too, T-Typers, that just
beczuse some of the Committee don't drive T-Types any
more doesn't meen they ure :gainst you, or don't re:lise
the specizl problems T-Typers hove). '

NEW MEMBERS. On behzlf of the Club we welcome :
the following new members to the Queensl nd Centre. *

Dovid Gowans Cortina Ross Palmer Walonut Shell

Bob Leggutt - MGA 1600 Bryan Dodwell MGB

Brian Kenny Buchanen Isn Thornton Cooper S
Helden _

Peter Meyne Minor 1000 Derek Mills MGTD

Kim Streten Mini DeLuxe Dsvid Beale MCTF

Robert Bell - Cooper 8 Eva Froser MGTF

Warren Hurford Jaguar MKII Brian Hand NGTF

William Riggall MGTF Divid Metley MGTF

One MGA, One MGB, five MGTF's and one MGTD.
Bnother six members of the T-Type Register.
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nostalgis dept. by Methuselszh

Found a few old Octagons in the Editorizl wpb, and
found a few interesting f.rts in them.

In Jenuary 1962 we were busy looking for o suitable
site for = 'Hill Climb'. Members were zksed to report =zny
suitable venues to the Committec. It was wlso hopad to run
o motorkhan: type event on bitumen, and cwners of Shopping
Centres were to be :ppro-ched. I seem to remember this very
gsome ides being menticned .t the 1last Open Forum.

4 Club Fun to Somcrset Dom in 1960 has 27 sporties
lined up ot Ipswich Rocd awaiting flug f=ll, enly they
"did not go uzltogether umnoticed by the lzw, und & con-
stoble, suitsbly mounted on amochine of austrolizn origin
dem:nded {quite politely) as to the intentions of the :fore-
said purty. -eassuring the uniformed gent th-t o relisbility
tri.l wzs, in fact, not .bout to commence, but wis merely
the stort of < glight ros:d rzce, we got underwry with the
Club C.pt. in in the Le:zd".

On tie inside front of the 1960 Oct-gon w.g en cdvert-
igement from Howords. The ncw BMC cor wues the "Two Miles
» Minute MG Twin Cem", =nd How:.rds werc sole distributors
in Queenslend znd Northern Rivers W#d.. No price wus quotec.
Boek cover hod o peiture of « Hesley 100/4 in the ad for
Geury's Selected Sports Curs, of 219 Logan Rowd, Burandz.
Denie, ofcourse, is now in Sydney, und purveys 'selected
Sports Gers' te the members of the MGCC (N3W).

1960 .lso s.w the MGCC (Q) supporting the Australia
Duy celebrotions by supplying 20 curs for the psrede.

4 TC's, 5 TF's, 1 sprite, 3 TR's, 2 Heuleys :nd 1 MGa.
I wonder where <11 those cars cre now?

If eny Club Merbers hive iny interesting facts from
the post - pleuse puss them on to the Editor. I get
hoyfever looking through dusty mionuscripts.
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mt. cotton hill climb open meeting
by henry money TII

R i v i . —m, - - —_ —_ - —_—— —— R o

Dull! Dulll Dull! That's the way I saw it anyhow.
The dcy never rezlly had 2 chance to get off the gound
with that staggering one dozen entries. Why only- twelve

for zn Open Hill Climb? It left some classes with one
competitor only. Gre t for the one person in the class,

s o definite class win for sure, but Dull, dull, dull, for
the spectators.

I hasten to point out thut the standard of competiticn
from the hardy twelve was anything but poor. Cert:in cszrs
rez1ly seemed to be trying too hard. Will {he revs)
Chirlton was one of these, with his 8000 rpm tske-offs.

Formula Minors msy heve terrible relisbility problems,

but then, so does Colin Chappers with his cigarette Loti.
And, as @ group, they show a fantastic keen spirit. Vince
(the black knight) Appleby stopped after two runs when a
lsce broke in the patent leather shoe he drives. The quickest
Formula Minor on the d-y wazs Noel Orphon with 58.8 sees,
Chris Timms had ¢ trying day with the Red Lezd Speecial.
Also I. strongly suggest thet 211 Formuls Minors fit se=zt
belts. Chris? Vince?

Group & sporties up to 1100 cc had Revs in the vellow
Scentor as the sole competitor. Will needs =z new light- i
weight foot for 2 stort, but began to show consistency
towards the end of the day. 55.5 secs in =znew cer connot
be sneezed =t.

Group B sporties over 1501 cc's was snother single
entrant class. Bearbars Dare was thus rewsarded for her

spirit by = closs win. The MGB, which is up for sale
decided thet discretion wes the better part of valour,
-znd refused to rev 2t z11i. Never-the-less Bsrbora got
down to within = second of her best time up the Hill.

The MG Class wi.s ¢ good matech between David Miles
. end Brian Tebble. David hed some problems with the TG
- which developed 'dropsy' on two of the timed runs, and
014 Gertie seemed to ‘be showing her zge (at lost) by
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Open Hill Climb (Cont)

getting & bad _ttack of Asizn Flu .nd coughing solicdly
211 the wuy. Only 0.5 sccs between them, with Be:m Axle
Duve's Borers the fustest. : ;

inother single entrunt closs wus Racing Cors up to
1501 cc's. Tim (Mr. Safety) Harlock strapped his Cooper
Ford securely to his b.ck, and rzn up in = best time of
53.7. This was second fastest time of the duy,. ant in &
7in.1 timed run (but not counted for the Chumpionship)

Tim Stretched his legs to record 53.0 secs, which wzs
0.2 fuster thaon Official FID.

Izn Peters in Mini Din hod Recing Cars 1501 and over
to himself too. ILan seemed much more reloxed in the cur
than when we saw him lust, 2and 57.6 secs does nct rezlly
do his drive justice. I predict 54's from this combo 2t
the Hill Climb Championships.

Touring Cers Group € 1101-i500 produced FTD. <Clive
Wornes in the dork blue S tupe Brick showing contempt for
both track <nd con rods kept his 1275 cc's 2t 12750 revs
211 the w.y to record 53.2 sece for FTD. & few more climbs
might see John French's record tumble. Joe Cumilleri tried
very hard in the S {(now back to 'cold! zg:in) ond 57.8 secs
s.w Joe to the top of the Hi:(l. ' :

and thet, gentle recder, wis thet. The Club then run
e Proctice meeting for members who wished te find the
correct way round before the next Hill Climb, April 27th.
Judging by the e.ger gueue ito att.ck the Hill we should
heve o good roll up for the Closed event.

‘ Results:
, FTD:, C. W.rnes Morris Cooper 5 53.2 sccs.
! Sports Cars (Group &) Up to 1100 : W.Charlton Centour 55.5

n v, " B over 1501 : B. Dure MGB 64.3

; Raoeing Cars up to 500 : N. Orphzn  F/Minor 58.8
| 1f wooot " 1500 + T.Hcrlock GCooper/

@ Ford 53.7

i " " over 1500 : I.Peters MiniDin 57.6

Touring Cers (Group C) to 1500 : C.Wurnes  Cooper S 53.2

MG Clzss : D.Miles MGTC 59.3
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you've got to be kidding dept

inn Thomson is writing to Michsel Henderson for a
full harness with o built in braz,

Dave Miles ides of 'Home Units' for the borers in
his TC pid off. They got so strong und well fed thot
they -te “the right front guurd off .t Mt. Cotton.

Those funny plostic ceors Mr. Chupmen mskes sure ore
fast. Ask John Froser. His got done by the gendermes while
111l on the trailer.

Who scye MGR's sren't racing cors? Eliine Hemilton's
2 year old nephew thinks thesy cre. and twenty thous.nd
two ye:r olds cin't ke wrong. ; - '

Revs Ch.rlton needs BMC Competition Shockers cn his
rocker geur. OStops -the troditioncl Ford toppet tramp.

Kerry Horgen is fitting e full hirnese on the Roecking
Horse ‘outside his Pharmacy. Stopped @ ste:xdy tride in broken
.rmed 4 year olds st Iwin Corness' Surgery next door.

While on P11l Pushers - Ron D:avis has gone to Crows
Nest. All the best for the new venture, Dell und Fon.

Been to the Lido to see "Right to be Born' yet? They
sell Anoviar during the intervsl.

Steve Hooker Booker and Adriun (come into the gorden
Mruce) Geardiner ore going 'full house' in their MGB's.

The 'good doctor' still hoas & few tricks in the blaock bog
though. He's putting the B on drugs.

Saw an &¢ for a 'seeing eye Mzn' for < tlind dog the

other day.

Does Kay Lovejoy still m:ake dirty dogs?

St. Christopher wesrs - Michael Henderson budge.

John Fraser now e.te -t the 'Lotus Room' in town.

Wh tever heppened to Tom Sdwords? Ie it true thot He's
gone sWey on holicdays? )

Brisn Tebble sent Gertie to the Doctor, who sent her
rway for convilescence. '

Hoss Devencorn hes o quick new way to lower Mk I Sprites
for Hill Climbs. '
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mgh tuning ;;
by jon mecarthy & will charlton

(The story so far: Geraldine, the becutiful
deughter of the eecentric one legged nobleman Count
Quinton de Mountville, hus jast been made pregns.....
Sorry, wrong story, lest month Jon and Will went
systemically through the mods needed for weskend
rocer MGB's and covered Brakes, Suspension, Tyres und
Transmission. We curry on from there.... Ed}.

Clutch. It may pay to Tit o Competition Clutch
Pl.te, but they cre rather fierce in traffie, ond the
stzndeard item is sztisfactory for our use. _

Engine (z) Sump. Baffles are not really nccessary
for our use, but the oil will surge if the level is low.
Check it regulsrly. & thinner washer under the oil pre-
esure relief velve mzy help to raise the pressure (will
help - B@). Remember thot & l.rge drop in oll pressure
(below 40 psi «t 2500 rpm) mezne there is more becring
metsl in the sump then on the beoring, and thies is
expensive. 1f the pressure drope suddenly - stop end
pray. ; : .
411 the locully sesembled B's were fitted with oil
coolers us stondsrd, but the five bearing B ceoler is
lerger (ARO 9809) end is essential for us.

(b) Beurings ete., The standard BMC becrings
gre quite sdequate. It is well worth while hoving the
engine bclunced if you hove it stripped down. An engine
with less than 20,000 miles up will probobly be OK with-
out being tiken down.. If your oil pressure is low =nd
you sre doubtful - pull it apart before you stirt. Ths
chezper in the end. Remember to fit new big end bolts
end tub washers too, its gosd insurance.

(e¢) Cumshoft. The wildest cem which can
reclistically be used on the road is the C-4tEH 714
BMC cam, «nd this is even too wild for some. There is
very little wrong with the standcrd cam, &s these engines
dislike revving over 6500 (Boom! - Ed)
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MGB Tuning(Cont)

Even the fiuctory engines sre not taken over this in

most roces. The standard cam will ensure good power to
5500-5700 rpm, but fslls off sfter this., The AEH 714
seps the power on till 6500 rpm, but only comes in

ot 3500 as opposed to 2800-3000 rpm with the stundard
Cafl. :

Remember to alwaye usk yourself just whaot sort of
cir do you want? Too wild & cam mzkes o terrible road
czr, znd you've only yourzelf to blume.

{d) Head. The simplest method of incressing
the power is to reise the comp. ratioc. This can be done
by fitting flat top pistons, which cre very expencive
(Yes - EQ) or by shaving the hesd. 0.06C" can s:ofely
be removed usually, cnd in some cuses up to 0.100" can
be removed, but coreful inspection of the he-d ig needad
before this is esttempted.

The combustion chamber shspe c:in be modified in the
usuzl way, =and we cazn personilly recommend the job Dick
Johnson does =8 giving good results. {Dick is ct 72 Ipswich
Rc, the Gabbi - Bd) Keep the ports smill - very little
lorger than standerd, snd standard vilves zcre quite scot-
isfactory. Any more than 0060 " off the hezd =nd it will
probably be necess:ry to grind the undergide of the
rocker ~rms where the toppet odjusting serew is to zllow
full teppet adjustment. Be coreful to aveid shorp corners
there.

C.R. should be sbout 9.5:1 2nd super gr.de petrcl
is guite suit:ble st this. Tf you .re preprred tc run
only on 100 cctune petrol (aveilible ot Bruce Neville's
BP Nundczh, Dick Johnsons or Morie Nolins ut Dutton Pk)
then you con go as high as 10.5:1, but we do not recommend
this for overage use. This higher CR reslly gives extres
power but neecds 100 cctune fuel, not super and zn codditive
s tigthyl Benzine. At 10.5:1 you zlso need & modified
distributor. '

(This srticle will be continued next month, but
you stuld hove enough medifications to ¢ rry on with
for April - Ed).




THE OCTaGON 12 MARCH-4PRIL 19€9

pull the other leg mr motoring writer

r Em e wm e we e mm Wm = e e = wm e o omw e =

4 couple of editiens sgo I hed « erack ot the
motoring writers, the cuthors of those fintostic articles
which cdorn the p.ges of the popular motoring press.

4 browse through this month's bunch produced the foll-
owing clessics:~

About the MGB - The steering wheel "is set close 1o
the driver, but alsoc close to the dash; lons orm driving
is out, but the vint.ge driving position is not
uncomforteble". What sort of mun was he? 4 four foot
edition of Toulouse Loutrec with sgix foot arms for sure.
Long wrm driving is out! You con get so long wrmed in
my B thet you need binoculurs to cee the tucho.

This same fin: fellow found that continusl steering
correction weeg necded "at Qpecjb on straights™. I agree
wits bim in thet @n MGB may be Jongerpus for inexperienced
drivers .... there is =z tendency to f«ll =zsleep «t 100 mph
as the car literally steers itself! He zlso. cculd not
put up the hood by himself under 10 mirutes. I'm surc
one can draw an inference there sbout mechanicel aptitude
or something.

another Maeg of good ropute his a Roxd Test of the
Mzzds 120C. This purticular 1litile fireball rsturned, it
ig eleimed, 18.3 seconds for the 582, Thz cocelerstion
through the ge :rs went as follows 0-40 5.2 secz; 0-50
11.9 secs; 0-6C 13.8 secs. By sgimple subtr.ction you get
the following informative picture; sceeler.ting hord

through the ge.rs it tokes you 5.2 sces to get to 40 mph,
in cnother 6,3 sacs you hcve got to 50 mph, tnd 2.3 secs
lpter yoﬁyﬁt 60 mph. That 1s eome cam in the Mrzda
120C. Slow as o wet week till 50 mph, ondé then TAP
to CO in 2.3 secs.

This next one is wn “bVleu m1s—yr1nt tul must
be repected: On the Isuzu Floricn in RCN: "The tiny,
compact power .cssist system (colled Mustervae) gives
smooth progressive fuel at the pedal...." Perhops this
ie why one member hid complete fode Gown Mt. Coot-tha -
br.okes fuelled up.
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TAPPET CHATTER.

C:n't help noticing how meny Members complain cbout
the puintwork on their cars, can't afford o resprey, but
never think about throwing & bucket of woter over the
bucket of bolts. Weter is FREE you know. Well polished
dagzy peintwork locks one helluvolot better then dirt ond
mud stoined duco.

Got involved in s discussion the other dey shout how
sportscars are not the 'grect thing' they were in the
fifties. Granted thot the new MGB or two sested rog-top
whathaveyou won't leave a D 1itre G.M. Wheelbarrow zt the
lights, but is that all we but sporties for? Traffic light
Grand Prixs? Perhaops I'm under o delusion, but I drive a
=N sportscor beciuse 1 like open cir motoring, with good

handling end brukes. I suppose the Editor will now get
letters from outrzged good handling, well breoked, forced
* induction rom-jet ventilated sedan cor owners. :

Its cbout time the SU people came up with ¢ fuel pump
which doesn't pack up every three months or go. If they
con't design a fool-proof one, then they could 2t Isast
give you a stick to belt the pump with when it starts
'actin up ornery'.

While on this 'why den't they' kick, how cbout £ non-
lesk side cover plate from your friends and mine, good old
soft hearted BMC? Torque wrench settings they give for
sure. 2 1lbs foot. TWO lbs footil Thote sbout the tension
required to screw out belly button 1lint. Anything over
o 1bs Adistorts the plite. Of course there's the later type
which needs 4 1lbs foot. Thot's only 3 1b below bickside
serstehing tension. So its back to three tins of guskel
gunk. Perhaps the gunk would fix my belly button too?.

Foom for one mere paragreph while my nivel drics....
Qutfitted myself in grecsy jeans =nd purple silk shirt
1-st week =nd went to the Specdway. The 'Touring Crer Hice'
wes o becuty. One poor little ingli: versus several hundred
assorted FJ's. Davicd did not slay Golizth though, he fell
down exhousted with low blood pressure ofter 20 1ops. 1
reckon those Holdens zre copible of 1,10 .round Bogside.
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The Autocrosse circuit was very well appreciszted.
1+ wes fast. Boy, was it fast! Everyone finished their
runs just raving sbout it.

Why was John Campbell on his knees praying st the
start of the event? :

Bob Mallon certainly is going to get his money's worth
out of his Sprite. Thut quarter of an hour learning how
to handbrzke turn certsinly paid dividends. _

Watch out, Red Baron! A female Snoopy has been getting
TC driving lessons from Peter Rayment.

These handbrake turns are reclly IN. Ask Kim Stretton
sbout his “hough., His is OUT.

Nobody believes that green Mini "848, bog standard,
clapped, 1963" as the owner likes to call it reclly is
ctandard. So they went and drove it in the Bob-2-ding.

We now know it is 848, bog stzndard, clapped snd boiled:

One of Mr. C .pman's plastic toy cars came down to
heve = look. Didn't enter. Had run out of sralcite.

Does Tom Hatton's Cooper blow dust zand sanc out of
the exhaust pipe, and kick up smoke from the rear wheels?
He went pust too fast to work it out. '

Will Churlton hzs an illumineted sign on the dash of
the B, which has the letters S,T.0.P. on it. I believe it
1ights up when the revs go past 8000 rpm.

Young Don was very guiet all day. Perhaps he was too
busy keeping times (or time keepers?)

Peter Chorlion (the quiet one!) seems to have the
Dashing Ked Hezley broken in now, but it bolted later
on in the duy when Will tried the reins. Started bucking
at the poles.

Malcolm Cuampbell hes been getting lessons from Ted
{Say Coon) Hollidsy. He now.stands in the track and waits
+i11 he feels exhcust fumes in his eyes and then takes
the picture. Both aregoing to get iens full of motor
car one d&ay.

Dick Majchrzak's judo holds are improving. He's got
that Jupanese Lady well screwed up now.
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readers . letters
TOOT - _TOOT

Dear Sir, Two erticles in the Feb/March Octagon baosed
on a subject somewhat divorced from the field of Motor
Sport may have made amusing material for a privete dis-
cussion, but I was rather disappointed to see 3% pages.
of the megazine devoted to it. I am not 2 prude - I =dmit
I was smused by some of it - but I consider it bad tuste
to present that style of article in on MGCO publicstion,
If mention is to be made to certain distasteful subjects
for mesns of zmusement, please keep them brief (znd within
the bounds of respectability of course). Don't as you hove
done dwell on the mstter with increcsing fascinetion.
Sherpest wit is quickly dulled by boredom and repetition.

Yours etc., A Finzneiol Member.

Reply: 1 am sorry that we have csused you to 'dwell
on the matter with inerecsing fuscination'. Like you, I
find thet if I dwell on it, those 'distasteful subjects'
do not give me 'mezns of anusement’. Unfortunately I find
I am unable to 'duwell’ within the bounds of respectability’
-s divestment of outer raiment 'is normally required. Since
T also received two =riicles sbout it, and only one on
motoring subjects, this means twice =8 many people were
interested in this than motoring. I produce this magazine
for the masses., Ed.

BRACKET RACKET

Dezr Sir, In an article which I wrote for The Octigon
{Thank you, very heppily received - Ed) I found that it
was interspersed with editorisl comments in brackets. Do
you think (Yes, I do - Ed) that this is really fair?

Yours ete., A Contributor.

Reply: Glad to get & letter from you too! T zlways
try to type &ll articles just cs 1 receive them, but the
Editorizl cst leaps on the keys cnd types bracket signs
so I have to put in & comment to fill in the spaces between
the brockets. Ed.
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Italian party night

by Priscille

So we decorated the Club rooms with ten gzllons of
0ld sump o0il, grecsed the steirs with wheel bezring grease
«nd told Kerry Horgun jokes all night.

Not rezlly! The Club Rooms were done in true Itglian
flavour (Spaghetti on the walls? Ed) with sexy UV fluero
tubes, travel posters, murcls, Itelian flags, u=nd hend
knitted pictures of Gine Jollybridgida.

About 50 turned up in differing costume. Puganini
Anderson czme =8 the Barber of Seville and gave away free
moustzchios all night. Sandrc (Horry was away) Gardner
came a5 a ludy(?) from the Via Lidici. Two of the yokel
types were also there, &ngelo Green and Giovonni Whitteker.
Kim Stretini came in & Ted Hollidiy outfit eond supplied
Cendid Camera type shots at the end of the night.

Carole Corness supplied the Italion Supper (14 tons
of spaghetti, 5 gallons of EP 90, and 7 2 bottle of Chianti
Mix well and bake st 350 degrease). Went down very well,
and pevented us from being csked to blow up bzlloons by
the gentlemen in the brown suits.

‘Fother' Tranter tried hrrd to get confecssions out
of everyone, but met with ne success wren he tried to take
up a collection. Anna Fraser came as Mzmmz Miz, while Papa
Froser crpued with ann Thomsoninnc ss to who would drive
their Lotus the slowest!

The 'Lucky Door Prize' winner was Rossino Devencorn,
who is now trying to work out whot to do with his Lucky
Door. We cen slso suy with confidence, the T-Type Register
boys do not drink Tea! The music topes were gupplied by
Devid 400 Miles in o weekend, and catered for <11 tastes.

Thonks to =11 these who helped on the night and to
Czrole Corness, Noel Bezker ond Linda, Kim Streton, Tom Hatton
Phil Claxton, Giovanni znd Pam Do Vinei Palmer for the
murals.

You czn't afford to miss the next onel
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let's 211 race div iii this yesr

"Sure I1'@ ruce my stock standerd rosd MGB if
there were = class I could run it in." Quite often I hesw
thet cry. Aand, whot's more, I sgree with you! Racing itself
is grest fun, but wio wants to come ¢ screaming last every
time? Hot me, Mote! &

it present in Queenslond, we hove only Div. L oand
Div II Sportscar Clusses. Most pecple cssume thet these
clesscs are divided on lop times, The faster cors than
suy 1'8.0 ot Lokeside go Div I and slower thon 1'8.0 go
Div II. But you .re wrong, gentle rezder, They zdd up the
total number of cars enteved, and half go Div I eand the
slower helf end up Div II. '

This svetem mcres it totzlly unfeir on the slower
stendord type road sporty, end just ss unfair on a good
Div II car which then ends up at the tail end of Div I.

So, what to do?

I will now offend severszl pecple by stzting thot in
Gusenslond we have no more than 6 'true' Div I sports cars.
TLet those gix reece 211 on their own., without making up
the entry by tcking Div II cers out of their clase, This
will then lezve o full field of Div II ecrs.

The public {wet peys the bills) enjoys & tightly
packed, close dicing field much more than a2 strung cut

. processgion of cers. Sheer speed of, for exemple, the SR4
does not grab the public if Frank is 211 on his own.
The gospe and Oo's only come when cars crc neck anc neck.
Two cors fighting for the lear ot 100 mph is much more
satisfying to the public eyc thun one cir touring round
at 140 mph.

So here's the point (e voice from the bick says it
Last) let's hove fixed times for the vorious divisione
in Spartsesr Roeing. Division I foeter then say 1'8.0,

Div II between 1'8.0 znd 1.16.0, =nd Div IIT slower than
1'16. 0.

This is where your bog stock MGB comes in. Div III.

4 stoek B will do 16's to 17's st Lekeside. Enough of you
would make Div III = tep spectotor drew cord. Think thout it.
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Motorkhans at tingalps 23/3/69
b Williom Boddy

For @ while it looked as 1if it might reslly rein,
and give the Club its first wet motorkhans irn a long
while. But no such luck.

The start was deleyed ss it was thought th-t the few
roin spots might have dampened some enthusissm, end the
competitors would errive later. But no such luck.

So the hardy 21 of the Clube more enthusiestic core
stzrted ewvent 1 of probably onc of the best motorkahanas
I ve ever watched.

fvent 1 was the good 0ld Forward Bending. TC's sure
get traction off the m.rk, bub they sure hsave one hkelluve
turning cirele, don't they Peter. John Campbell wes the
ezrly puce setter, and his time looked fairly safe till
the second run through. Peter Ch.rlton showed that the
Healey 100/4's were, cnd still are, fabulous mochincs for
Fwd Bending. It was Kerry Horgen ond the fully integruted
(blzek znd white) Hesley sll overogaln.

Even 'Big' brother Will couldn't get ne.r the Healey's
time in the now detuned MGB. However, psuses for gffect,
Don Young showed : hewvy right foot to the Coouper S wnd
mancged to edge the Hezley into second place. The S's run
looked o neat compwred to the grect tuil swinger of Peter's
thet it was herd to believe the watehes. Keep up thet
stendard, Don, and we'll get the Motorkhana Troghy engraved
next week.

Event 2 and the Clover Leaf. More than o few members
L-d been celebrating St.Patrick's Day too well znd made
- Shamrock out of = Clover Lecf. Bven though he didn't win
it, Kim Streten got the prize for this event. Instezd of
pulling on the hundbreke for a turn, he pulled out the
handbrake. Now we know why he is olways slipping into
telephone boxes with ¢ big S on his chest. FEvern with this
hendicep Superstreten was just pipped for third by John
Cumpbell. The clear winner w.3 lain Corness who recorded
the identicsl time on his two runms, just to show it was no
fluke.
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Motorkhune (Cont)

Event 3 was one of those tiger Tom Sgecials. L sort
of circular forwerd bending, with the finish being. an
accuracy judgement between two soles. Within 12" of the
tepe our Tom sald. Jery hard T tell you. Dick Matchstrlk
in the Datsun rezlly had o left stepover toe hold on his
Foirledy, and was particulerly nest. Thot jntrepid TC,
pilot Peter R.yment showed the TC lock to £1l1, but still
figured in the finzl results. The Mirnis did well in this |
event with their short bonnetg, the drivers being oble to
judge 12" from the tape. 1f the B typc hod entered 1 think

he would have had BIG prohlems here. _

Event 4. The Butocrosse. Wow. A cross betwaen Surfers
=nd Laksside, incorporoting Lowood str.ight. Flst chot in
second all the way. FProbzbly the most closely contected
event of the duy, and showed no bias towsrds .ny type of
Cars

Will Ch.rlton wzs =n e;rly poce setter in the now
st:ondard MGB, with Don Young and Dove miles (in Tigers
Cooper) bresthing down hie neck. Bob Mzllon came hock
~ftor his run with sn even bigger orin than he usuzlly nos.

By the time it wis everyone's second run the strong
rivilry was rampunt. Will set the pice Lg~in (blast him)

_with 31.1 secs. Superlim slmost edged Will out {almost

edged himself off the troek too) with 31.3. Johln Cempbell
mistook directions znd had to count his first run of 31.7
only. Peter Hayment lecped inte contention in Lesping
Lens {the TC) with 32.6 secs. But it was the '014 Doc'
agsin who meonnged to break the 31 barrier in the Femily
Brick to stop the witches ot 30.8 to win the event. _

The Bob a ding was rnother of tuose 'Give me your
cer -nd you c.on h.ve mine' events. Tt was also one of |
those embzrrossing events where the owners of the cors
could not equol the times of the borrowing drivers. Deve
Miles best Tiger Tom by 0.1. Will beeat Tein's time by O.1l.
ind Izin best Wills time to equslize things. ‘ _

The finsl results are over the page, -nd were tanllied
on o Totzl times Elcpsed for the 4 msin events.
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Motorkhsn: {Cont)

RESULTS:, Outright

1. 1. Corness 90. 4 secs
2. J. Campbell 94.0
3, K. Streten 96.3
4, W.Churlton : 97.0
5. G.Mszzetti - 1C0.3
6. C.Corness 101.6
7. P.Mayne : 101.7
8. R.Mallon 104.6
9. P.Royment 108.8
10. D.Young 110.5
P.Charlton 110.5
11. M.Greuves ’ 117.1
12. D.Miles 119.1
Event 1. Event 2
1. D.Young 15.3 1. I. Corness 28.5
2, P.Churlton 15.5 2. J.C:npbell 30.0
3. J.Compbell 15.6 3. K.Streten 30.1
4, I.Corness 15.8 4. GMazzetti 32.0
fvent 3 Event 4
1, " I. Corness 15.3 1. I. Cecrness 30.8
2. J.Cempbell 16.7 2. W.Charlton 31.1
3. W.Chorlton Eig = o ' 3. K. Streten 3L
4. H.Rickards 172 4, J.C.mpbell 31.7

Results of Night Navigotion Buh 21.%3.69

1. P.Mellor @nd R. Gibscn 113 points lost
D.Thomson znd I1.MeBride 11
3. G.Mazzetti and H,Rickards 11
4, B.Hgrt znd B. Smith ' 122
5. R. Wetzig and P.Wetzig 128
© 6. R. Shields _nd L. Reid : 129
7. D. Young end P. Cluxton 132
8. B, Dodwell and D. Ford 135
9. D, West .nd B. Hordy 159
10. T.Hatton and D. Gowans 23211

Sorry. Nobody gave me & report. Wot happened Tom? 23210:!




THE OCTAGON 21 MARCH-APRIL, 1969

LIMITED SLIP DIFFEFENTI..LS
Deur 3ir, I w-s intcrested to see thuit you cgree with wy
comments (Feb-Mar 69 Octagon) th:it loczlly mode LSD's
hove 2 limited life, however, I feel thit you have & _
rither optimistic outlook on the life ond meointenonee of :
these units. _

I ccree thet if the pirts zre repleced before they
sre complctely wern ocut this type of diff could be sctis-
fzetory. "However, few people are quslified to tell when
the ports are sufficiently worn to reguire replqcement.
Also it is possible to ruin the LSD in a locclly made
V8 Sports Coupe in two minutes flet by over using the
limited slip properties of the diff. ' ' _

No fuctory built r:eing or Spertscaring cars use
& LSD of this type. Their more compliceztec diffs are
necessery to obtain o recsoncble 1life.

I feel it is better to save your cents up cn? buy
« genuine faetery LSD, if you must heve one, o8 you con
then ¢t least expect : recsonsble life.

Yours ctc., Jon McCarthy., Hendra, 4.
Reply: Hzve you o BMC competition LSD for sale, Jon?

The locslly mude cone type LSD'e will still be used,
though.‘ F.octory LSD %300 2pprox for the MGB. Local one
costs €95 initizlly, ond -30 every rebuild. Thrt's 8

rebuilds before you get to #300. Your two minute diff
will tecch you to go drogging in locelly made V8's.
I1'd rather blow up 65 thon 300. Factory LSD's do blow.

COVER PICTURE
Derr Sir, Loved it. Grest to see o T-Type on the front’
of the Octegon. Liked the articles too but the cover wos
fob.

Yours etec., TF Owner, Toowong. Q.
Reply TD was the venersble 'Gertie' competing ct, I think
the Currumbin Hill Climb mcny moons aogo. Still going after
= chequered ccreer, cnd climbs Mt. Cotton under 60 secs.
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Sprints ot lckeside
by jon mcearthy

Once sgain MGCC members were invited to compete in
the QMSC Sprint Series. The first of these meetings
wes held on the 30th March.

Fewer MGCC members th:in previously seen enbered
this time. Those who did enter included Will Churlton
vho hzd both the Centzur and the MGB. The Cent ur
scheived = S84 in 16.0 secs to blow off our Ann Thoms on
who staoggered off the line to cover the quarter in 16.1.
Seems that the car must hove had a Hang Over from the
Club Party Night the night before. It was not the
driver, no matter what you might think. Ask Ann,

Also competing were rob robson in his Moggie +6
and Steven Murrsy in 2 Cortine GT, both of whom turned
in quite respectable performances.

Star of the day was Rob Triggs in his well worked
over Monzro 327, which was spectacular to soy the least.
ifter = big spin into BMC Karrousel he had some tre-
mendous sideways moments. When he gets fully used to
the car, the tremendous speed in the streights will
be seen around the corners too.

s e me w * = a & ¥ 4 & = & =

Division IT -t Lgkeside

Just e bit of room left, so I may s well give
my pet hobby horse zn siring.

Do fellow Div II sportscar drivers fgel that 1t
is sbout time Leokeside came out and seid a definite
lap time for Div II7 This wzy we could develop our
cars to get close to the predetermined figure, instesd
of wondering if we szre going to land in Div I with
frentic Frank.,

I for one, refuse to end up us ‘'make weight'
for = poor roll up of Div I cirs it Lakeside. Lets
hear your comments Div I1 men. ind to reslly crecte havoe
... how sbout some decent prize money. It wos twice us
much 4 years 2go. The Zditor.
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you've got to be kidding sgein dept

Geoff Smallemen tricd to get his De Luxe from Surfers

to Brisbune on one pint of 100 octene fuel. Didn't work.

Good luck to Ex-Pres, ex-Sec, ex-everything, Brion

Tebble in the new job as PR man fer Surfers. Also Bricn
overseczs the Ski Gorden show. Versndoh on his fl-t looks
over the ski-jump. Thanks for the becut 2fternoon, Brisn.

Vern, the Seribe, Hemilton in trouble during priv te
prictice st Surfers, Sounded like = con-rod striking - hlow
for freedom. Hops this doesn't me:n znother bulge on thoe

bonnet. '

John Campbell wants ¢ LSD in o motorkhon: c-r. Found
he didn't hrve to use the hindbroke te turn,

Dove Miles took - rottle of pills to Surfers before
Foing out in 'Quecnsl.nd's Fustest MGB' (Telegraoph 28/3/69)
Brave pills? Tried to s:y they were Vitomin C.

Bruce Neville brck cn the bitumen trrcks socen? But

not in the Hot red I hope. At lesst he won't be scrored of
bouncing off the fences. .

Kerry Resd roing Sprite ufter the lcst motorkhens?
Cartcinly = better grass trock car then o Holden. [GM will

probobly now sue me - Ed)

If Robbic Leggctt puts o supercherger on the MGL he

should hwe e "n merc fun with hie clutch thon he's got now.
Not kidding this time .... Dick (Two wheels) Johnson
. 18 now zt his Shell Service Station, 72 Ippy Rond, The Gabb:o,
S3ells rueing fuel. Dick zlso scys he will orginise o time
whren Club members can avail themselves of his hoist cnd
tools for servicing their cure. Smcll deposit on tools,
nzturslly, :nd phy for lubricents used only. 411 the BMC
Specicl Go Goodies -re cvaileble too. See you =t 72,

Kerry seen Firing the Bridgestones on the Frite.
Got the trecd pattern off his door «fter privite Div I1
rsce with certain MGB.




r—i o

THE OCTAGON 24, MiRCH-APRIL 1969

clznssified ads

Sell: C.msh.ft for MGB. Faoctory AEBH 714. This is
¢ hzlf race c.m. Phone Will Churlton =t 68 2601

Sell: Specicl 3 Bearing B Hill Climb Time Reducers.
Onec complete set of 18G type factory Flat top pistons.
Sec John Green and be ustounded ct the reszsonsble price
for two seconds off. Phone me at 4 3425. }

Engineering services: Tulip Rucing Enterprises
will s~tisfy your every need (in engineering) CAMS
approved Roll Bars. We are o specialist firm - you give
your order to the guy who does the job. Not to the Office
girl. ask for Kees Koppenol. Fhone 49 2479.

Wanted: For sentimental recsons I am trying to loczte
my originel TC's tucho, Unmistaksble., Hzs 'Driven at 100 mph
1955' scretched on the face. Mcke a Sentimental old fool
heppy. Phone Ioin Corness et 99 2481 (nights)

Sell: Don't let your Corolla get the Lsian flu.
Let it brecthe better. Fit another corburetter. I have
21so a Corolls inlet-exhaust mcnifold, air clecner and
coil. Reuson:ble prices. David Miles. Ph. 48 4128 (Home)

Spares: ABINGDON SPARES (Prop. Rod Hiley) for all
MG spare ports, new and used. Specialising in T series
MG's. Complete range of new body rubbers wnd other
difficult to obtein psrts. Extensive stocks of second
hend perts are oveilable. 1 will zlso purchse T series
MG's and perts. 8 Solway St., Morningside. Ph. 98 5793

W.nted: TC parts - Front guords cnd running bozrds,
Rev counter, door handles, front shockers {both plecse,
any condition), geor box. Swap TF bits for Tc parts.
Contuet Jon McCarthy ot 68 3474 or ot Clubrooms.

s = » - LI I -
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clcgsified oda

Sell: Two only @"x 13" rims with splined centres.
Suitcble for Midget/Sprite, MGA, MGB. Phone 4 3425.
¥ nted: 45 mm Weber curb, -and menifold for MGB'
1 hzve two 13" SU's - exchange plus cash =2djustment.
Phone Staven Booker ot 57 3227.
Sell: Obviously some of you heven't recd my article
on MGB tuning, «nd don't re:lise the velue of BMC competition
shockers yet. &L m-iched set of these delectcble items '
ere still eveil ble for only #83.00. Will Chorlton 68 2601
Sell: Racing tyres. The good gesr Firestones. Cop
this fobulous 9," rubber. 9.50x5.50x13". John Green 4 3425,
Wented: Either o 45 DOOE 13 Webcr, or & 48 mm Side
Drought. Weber, or o mitched pair of 2" SU's HS8 type.
Plue suitcble monifolding to get the go juice inside the
heud of the MGB. Contact I:zin Corness, 48 1021 (dzy) or
99 2481 (nights). Must be prep. red to hrggle.
Fibreglees Services : Fastest Mk T Sprite bonnets in
Brisbone. See it on Kerry Horgen's Sprite st L:ikeside.

,One of our MGB bonnets ie also ¢t the Trock on Iein Corness!

MGB. Come czlong =nd sec the new, wild, futuristic MGB
festbock herdtop., Trond International, 11 Downey Street,
Windsor. Ask for ilister Rees. Phone 57 6121,

Sell: Brind new, speciclly heat-trec-ted cem for an
MGA or B. 23/60 type, Waggott. At = never to be repeated.
price of ° 10.00. John Green sgsin. . Phone. 4. 3425

W.nted: Somebody to help write urticles for the Octagon.
Send =1l mgterisl to I-in Corness, Editor, 24 Forbes St.,
Hewthorne 4171. Clrssified ads «nd Recders tetters too.
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Sell: Congratulations all you TF owners who never:
necd spsre purts. After the overwhelming response to my
December ad I offer .guin the TF Dbits. Mzke me s sensible
offer (I don't know what they're worth either}. If eny
of you have the TC parts I need, give me shout.,

TF 1500 rezr «xle (complete) -

TF 1500 instruments and panel (complete)

TF Side screens, TF rack

TF Front lower wishbones (left znd right hznd)

TF Front springs (mctched puir)

TF bonnet side ponel 'left hond side!

TF spare wheel bracket .nd body panel

Tf stecring column ~ TF steering wheels (2 original)
TF prop shaft ' TF King pins {(meatched peir)
Contcet Jon McCarthy, 49 Woodville St., Hendra Ph 68 3474,

- - L] - - L] * - Ll

Tuning «nd Recing Preparstion: Dick Johnson Automotive
is now at new improved premises ot the Shell Driveway at
72 Ipswich Roud, Woolloongobbui. BMC Special Tuning bits
in stock. Reworked cylinder hecds et competitive prices -
makes your cur reclly competitive, 100 Octene RF 100 Shell
fuel cvailsble.

Sell: Factory Triple Vulve springs for MGB
(G-4HH 7309) complete with speci:l top collar {C 4HH 7313)
Reises valve bounce point above 7000 rpm. Brand new,
never used through change of vclve plens. Price? Helf
of new hustralian price. Iain Cornes. 99 243L.

Remember the MG Car Club in your will end be blessed

Sell: MGA Burglar proofing device. If it hasn't
been stolen yet, contisct John Green at 4 3425 and press
"5 in his hand before you wake up and find the A gone.

Personal: See Lester Whittcker now for Officicl
positions -t the next Hill Climk, 27th April.
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gzy sbandon and the male sex

Probebly the mcet important feeture in 1l Cur
Clubs, in fact in ~11 motoring thought, is the wide-
spread reslizetion o f the dangers involved every time
you turn the ignition key.

and 1 don't mesn that Public Enemy No. 1 hus wired
threc sticks of gelly into the sturter circuit., What I
meen is the zcesptonce of safety features by the motorist.

This 'Szfety' thing has tzken quite a while to get.
off the ground, anc the resson is intercsting. Unfortunate-
ly driving =nd sex hove becn eguated in the male brain,
By sex I refer to Masculinity, not Drive-In movies type.

It became 'msnly' to throw a motor czr zround with
gsy =bzndon. To deliberately teske precsutions hes been

the provinece of the feir sex, so to protect the menly
’ body from injury by forsthought wzs considered 'sissy'.

To impress once manhood by deliberctely provoking
donger stems from the ssme instinctusl msle drive os
thot which cruses pescocks to fun thoir teils out and
strut., To wesr o scot belt -t the some time vas like
1 asking the peccock to wesr en overcoct.

But znother factor of the male 'sexiness' is the
ability teo think shead, and to use his superior prowess
to protect the werkor sex.

. it hzs tiken o1l thie time for the mcle to reclize
the gre test marszuder he has to vanguish is mechunically
induced Deeth., The male sex drive took o long time to
mcet the demands of modern civiliz tion, but it has
hopponed.,  'Belting up' shows civilized menly sexiness.
Refusal tec use sfety festurcs shows only the undiffer-
entisted child type immoturity.

£nd it is indced plessing that the onset of moturity
in motering has come from the Clubs, shown in 211 the
Members with Sect Belts, Roll Bers and Fire Extinguishers.

Acceptance of these things show maisculinity far
more thsn an hirsutc upper torso ever did.

1969

%




THE OCTAGON : 28 MARCH-APRIL 1969

The Officicl Magazine of the M.G.Car Club (Qld Centre)

Affiliated with the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport.

OFFICE BEARERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 1969

Telephone
Business Private
President Lester whittaker 48 8111 98 1887
Vice President - Jon McCarthy 68 3474
Secretary John Fraser 21 1511 594333
ksst. Secretary Harry Gardner 38 4487
Treasruer ‘Mrs. A. Thomson 78 1368
Committea: _
Ross Horton 4 2419
Tom Hatton 7 4011 (12#30-1 pm)
 Graham Wright 67 3713
David Miles 21 2749 48 4128
Don Young 56 0152 56 3832
John Green 87 5705 4 3425
Geoff Hawley 2 0414 139 1937
Ray Lovejoy 21 2411 '
' {ext 391) 55 4047
CLUBROGMS ‘POSTAL ADDRESS
620 Wickham Street, Box 1847, G.P.O.,
The Valley Brisbane 4001

Brisbane.




