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THE M.G. CAR CLUB. ( QUEENSLAND EENTRE )

President:

Hon Secretary:
Hon Treasurcr:
Hon Auditor:

Club Captain:

Committee:

CLUBROOMS.

620 Wickham St.,
Fortitude Valley.
- BRISBANE.

Proprietors: The M.G. Car Club (Proprietory] Ltd. Gt. Britain.

Affilisted with the Confederation of Austratian Motor Sport.

Telephones.

Vice-President: M. Wright 95 2096

HOME BUSINESS.

B.M. Tebble 97 5872 47 1327

1. Wellker 97 1406 31 0451

1. Campbell 7 4510
D. Lovejoy. 6 2730

K.F. Horgan. 48 3145 48 1064

D. Lovelock; R. Harrys; K.F. Horgan;
D. Pertington; B.J. Neville; R. Jenkins.

PQSTAL ADDRESS.

Box 1847,
G.B.O.
BRISBANE.

Invite yonr friends to join the "G

club now.

.




B

D.TORIAL
LY ROYEYOYLOTOGE

3

! 1 1 1 ' Trer

We regret thut the last edition of the Octagon was
rathe~ late. Unfortunately the new cddressagreph plites
were no>t rewcdy on time. We rely on many sources to prod-
uce the Fetogon and wussociuted muterials, and our meny
minor anC highly tpprecicted sponsors muke the job poss-
irle, However, &}l rcsources znd efforts must synchroni:e
to put the Octagon into your letter-box on time, and
some-times they just don't.

It is unfortuncte but true that o1l our hints <nd
strai sht-out recuests of the past uppeur to huve been of
no «vail, us only four people atte ded the lust working
bes. Jommittee members were .lso umong those conspicuous
by their ubsence. Most of us seem to huve much better
things to de¢ thun cleun up the Gymkhane ground, but if we
want to "Gyrkhana" in the future we will huve to do some-
thing ebout cle.ning up the grounde...o......

48 ycu know the proposed drug meeting wus postponed
cue to difficulties regarding C.A.M.S. regulutions. After
@ lzngthy ccmmittee discussion, it wos decided to re-zpproach
Ue'eeS. Tlis was done, and a fully endorsed permit was
issuen. Now we can look forward to seeing you all at our

‘fivet dréag-meet.

Ve intend in the future to try some new events, so
lo provide more variely for members. An economy run is
oroposad for the end of May, so be in it. Full detsils of
the run are supplied in a special section of this issue.

Just in case you may think we didn't mean it, we
are still waiting for those cleverly condensed, witty and
iaforuative contributions that we are sure some of you must
be capeble of writing. Actually, just witty or just inform-
«tive would do, or even condensed not even cleverly would
be considered. "Have a go" handit or tell it to any. Comm-

1ttee nember.
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Every enthusiast over the years slowly evolves in his
mind the ideal car, which he would give his right foot to possess.
No doubt like your, my car has changed over the years from sston
Martin to Mercedes 300 SL to Ferrari 250 G.T and so on. However
due to the annoying task of battling my way through everyday tra%fic
my ideal cer has not only changed its purpose in life. Now I sadly
call it my ideal practical car. Bear with me whilst I tell yom the
terrible tale of how this monster came into being.

First the specifications of my "Ideal Practical Car" :-
Engine: V16, 9,C.. C.C., Twin D.0.C., Comp. 9.5:1

Torque 936 ft -lbs. @ 3,500 r.p.nm.

373 b.h.p. @ 5.400 r.p.m.

Transmission: Manual 9 forward gesrs 2 re =rse.

Brakes: 18 inch discs front and rear power boosted,

Body: b inoured Scout Car (Army disp 'sals) with strength-
ening structual alterations. ‘eight approx. 7 tons.
Plus certain mechanical modif cations.

Of course with such a robust vehi:le the annihilation
of texis is unworthy of mention. Consider what you could do to a
bus that tried to bluff you out of your right of way at an inter-
section. I will not dwell furgher on this point, in fact i will
not even mention Sunday drivers, pedestrians, "gentlemen" on motor
bikes or gravel trucks.

Now to the modifications I have hinted at, and here we
have the very core of the story. The reasons why my ideal car got
pushed out of shape and ended up as my ideal practical car.

No doubt you too have been annoyed by that "pest" behind

‘who persists in demonstmating his dubious skill at slip-streaming.

They usually drive siX inches off my rear bumper. In the car I

am peddling at the moment, I have a temporary solution to the prob-
lem. 1 have adjusted my stop light switch so that the stop lights
come on well before the brakes. Now when I encounter one of these
pests, I just touch the brake pcdal with my left foot and watch

the "pest" drop back with a screech of brakes. Unfortunately this
only works & couple of times before the "pest" reazlises he is being
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got at.

In my idecl practical car I have the perfect solution
to this problem. It consists of two modificctions, either one
is guaranteed to work.

Modification 1. This consists of & half gallon tank fitted
to the biilk head. On the tank is = teap that can be
operated from the driving position. A copper pipe
runs from the tap to the exheoust munifold. If yar have
ever been enveloped in a thick cloud of stinking oily
smoke, I need say no more.

As you vill soon see, the idea is to use modific«tion
1 before you use: ’

Modification 2. This consists of « conventionul exhaust sys-
tem with slight zlterations. First the muffler (2 necessary
evil) is mounted next to the manifold. Between the muifler

and the tail pipe is & one-way pressure vulve to protect the
muffler snd the motor. The tail pipe consists of a straight
length of 3" I.D. steel pipe with "4" thick wall. Into the
tuil pipe about holf wey along, a spurk plug is fitted.

The system operutes as follows. Wait until a downhill
section of the. road and the "pest" behind is good and close.
Turn off the ignition leaving the car in ge«r to fill the tail
pipe with an explosive mixture of unburnt gas. Fire the spark
plug thus igniting the mixture. It is not the deafening explos-
ion which results that frightens him off, but the searing sheet
of flame thut shoots out about 25 feet and blisters the front
of his car. Of course after using mod.l the tuil pipe is choked
up with soot. This is blown out by the explosion and complet-
ely obscures his windscreen, thus adding to the general effect.

By... Ray Lovejoy.
Continued.... next month.
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THINGS IN GENERAL. By.. B.M.T.

Considering that I type with only 4yo fingers, it is
strange that I am zlways inspired to write when confronted with
& typewriter, yet hute the thoumght of doing so without one.
Come to.think of it that is hew I used to write the Octagon copy
during the two years I coped with the editorship of this vener-
able news organ. Having inherited one of the Club's two ancient
type-writers whilst Ian Walker lives out his well carned vacation,
I have succombed to the urge to put my thoughts on paper. Here-
with the result.

"Things" with the Queenslund Centre cre pretty normal;
membership is at the usuul level for this time of year (ebout 190)
Our constitution dictates that &t the 31lst March anyone who has
not renewed membership subscription is deleted from the member-
ship register, and needless to say thc numericsl membership tokes
& decline. During the past few yecrs it has been found thot the
figure usuclly susteins ¢ graodusl increase until the following
Morch, and climbs to sbout 250. The lurgest, I think, wcs cbout
285 o couple of ycars ago. We tppecr to be well in front of our
recognised one third percentage of M.G. owning members ot present.

No doubt you will hcve recd in the previous Octagon that
the committee have discussed the Centrc adopting Austin Healey
and sprite owners into the Centre as full members. This would
only become possible by ultering our constitution so. that. the
Club would be nemed "The M.G. Cur Club, Queensland Centre (In-
corporuting The Austin Heuley Owners A sociation), or smmething
similar. Needless to say the one committee would control "both"
clubs.

This move could, I feel, benefit both Austin Hecley and

M.G. owners. It would be ¢ means of increusing our membership.
The Austin Heuley owners would heve the adventage of bceoming part
of an estcblished and financial club with all facilities. of
course the Healeys und S prites have been built in the M.G. factory
ot Abingdon-On Themes for several years now, SO are really "sisters"
to the M.G. The only woy this "merger" could tuke placa is by
vote at & Special or Extreerdinary General Meeting. e look for-
ward to hearing your comments. ’

B cont 'd.
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Tie Secretarial and "treasury" side of the commbttee is going
well and most, of the committee are working hard. ‘e do need
mere support from members, so I call for volunteers for the
Gymkhana and Speed Sub-committees. The Gymkhana committce
are responsible for the maintenance of the Tingalpe Grounds
ané the orgenisation of gymkhancs. The Specd committee organ-
ise Sprint meetings, and, if we ever get around to it, race
meetings and hill climbs. Plecse see & committee member if
you areinterested in taking p.rt in these (or. any other) club
activities. ‘

PRinting the clubrooms is progressing well due to the
sturdy efforts of Roland Jenkins «nd his small bon@ of helpers.
Please remember thot a working bee is held on the day preceed-
ing each gymkhona. Your presence together with o power lawn
mowey und & rake would be appreciuted. Sterts about 2 o'
clock. :

Perheps if we cll get together mor often the club will
be better than it has ever been. Its & nice thought, any-

how
Sz ek E VS 3 1nnn sk % *:}* nme sksteak o ok

fconomy Run.

Tle Centre's first economy run is set down to take place
on Mcy 3lst. The run will be over a distance of approximately
150 miles of both surburan and country running. Cars will be
aivided into class capacities, detuils of which cre not yet
decided. Obviously & membér entering Daddy's Pontiuc Bonne-
ville will not be in the sume cliss &s a Morris 850, so don't
1~t such thoughts deter you from entering.

A borbecue will most likely be held after the event, and
« corpulsory one hour lunch stop. You may do unything you

- wish to your car in the way of tuning, and there will be '"no

nwolde barred" in the driving technique ( as long as it is
legal). The results will be determined on an actuzl miles
per fallon basis, and all fuel tanks will be sealed. Any
enale being tempered with will result in disqualification and
wrivers must stick to the given route. Secret controls will
be placed along the route. Needless to sgy an aberage speed
will be set..probably about 30 m.p.B......This is something
qifferent and a good days fun is assured....ceeceeceveeaccsecee

SEESE s
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Lowood 4 hour race over, Lakeside over, and no more
Motor racing for 6 weeks ..... gee, what will we do with our-selves.

The Lowood 4 hour race was a great success. Brian Tebble
and myself had a ball in the Morris 850. From the drivers' seat
was the best position to watch the faster cars through the corners.
Spencer Martin through Bosch... he must end up on the road outside,
but no, at the last second it swings straight ahead and down to-
wards M.G. Corner. Harry Firth's Cortina went well up to expect-
ations and Max Volkers did a good job to pilot his Cortina to a

class win (even if he was out over the tyres on Mobilgas a couple
of times). The results are now well known so I will not bore you
by repeating them. A few dide-lines of Lowood.... Kevin Johns blew
e radiator hose and cooked his head gasket at practice on Saturday
worked Saturday night and was rewarded by doing a 2 min 21 sec
and beating certain well kmown Morris Cocpers; Kerry Horgan had a
ball in that yellow Holden and although doing nothing brilliant,
did learn & lot cbout Holdens and Lowoodsy Herry Firth did an
incredible 2 min 3.4 sec. in his hot Cortina (incidently he was
.5 sec. quicker through M.G. Corner that Spencer Martin in the
Brabham Climax). So the Lowcod 4 hour production race has come and
gone and we all looke forward to another.

The week before the 4 hour race I did a stupid thing....
I bought a Holden (I don't know why ), so as soon as Lowood was over
it was 3 weecks of midnight oil for my mechanic John Clarke and
myself in readiness for Lakeside. We rebuilt the motor completely,
in 3 weeks und redied the Holden for the battle with Kerry's yellow
one. Suturdays practice was terrifying.. I hed fitted new rear tyres
which were not bedded in and consequently I had buckets of oversteer
(if you want to know what its like to hang the teil out in the
Dog's leg at 100 m.p.h, just ask me). Kerry blew a head gasket at
practice.. so Saturday night was spent by myself trying to cure
oversteer &n a hurry, and Kerry fixing a head gasket. Race day was
o glorious day cond everthing started on time. The lst race wes
s walkover for Johnny French's Cooper S in the absence of Volkers
Cortina {blew a piston on Sat. and was weiting for one to arrive
from Melbourne by aircraft) The second roce was for over 1600 c.c.
touring cocrs with a Le Mans start. My 1lst race in a Holden. Well
we got awuy about 5th but after Bruce McPhee lost a wheel and

F
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somebody edse broke a rotor, I found myself in 3rd spot. We
had 2 more starts for the day and really enjoyed ourselbes
towards the end. The driving of John Gillmeister in the Hill-
man wae fahtastic., His front wheel was 9" off the ground
most of the time (I should kmow, I was a foot off his bumper
bar for 4 laps trying to pass him) The division Touring car
race was a fantastic efiort for Mex Volkers. After arriving
at the circuit about 1.30 PM after fitting a piston and runn-
ing it in, in an earlier race, he did a splendid bit of driv-
ing to come home in front of Bruce McPhee's F.C. Holden and
Johnny French's Cooper S. Sprites seem to go yuicker than
ever and one beat me and did a 1 min 16,1 sec. (wonder what
revs these blokes usc). So a terrific lakeside ceme to &
close and I would suggest that Q.M.S.C. run more meetins
along tiiese lines.

Queen's birthday weekend &s Lowood weeckend. More
Holdens etc.... so come along... ‘e have a sprint meeting the
weekend after Lowood... so get the nitro out and your cheque
book and cnter into a goods days fun. Well thats about all
for now, see you Friday night..........

BRUCE J. NEVILLE,

& g % e Fk L3 Fp  mORX okt kAW

FILM NIGHT
L0 0 A I 2 T O I D O O OO B BN B B | .
The film night hcld at the clubrooms on Fridey night
1st. May attracted one hundred and twenty members and friends,
and proved to be one of the best and most cntertaining we have
had. Ian Walker proved adept at manipulating a projector, and
the choice of films seemed to be "just what the doctor ordéred.”

The special American version of motor racing as seen
only at the famous Indianapolis *brickyard" was the feature
of the first film, this one by Bardhal the well kmown oil -
additive company who enter a car in this event every year.
Indianpolis has a special atmosphere of its own, and the film

portrayed this very well. Perhgps this atmosphere will change

now that Colin Chapman's Lotus Ford has shown that the famous
huge cars which have dominated the race for so many years are
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not the ideal vehicle after «ll. The only problem to the AmericanS
will be thit there is not as much body areaz on the new type of ear
on which to display their gaudy advertising.

Tew films showing Americea's Daytona Beach "stock" car mac-—
ing thrilled our audience...why shouldn't the sight of thirty
threc hundredweight of Chevrelet spinning round and round at
130 m.p.h. thrill anyone?

An impressive film called "Testing Ground Australia" show-
ed Jack Murray ond Ken Tubman, both previous winners of Round
Australic Redex Triels, deiving a Morris 1100 on the old Redex
Trizl Routep this time with the purpose of testing the car fof
B.N.C. to "sec if they could Break it". Although they did not -
bfeak the 1100 we were treated to somec mugnificent Photogrephy...
not only of the car "stunting" but also what must be mome of
Austreliea's best Scenery.

A film night would never be complete without & couple
of cartoons, so these we had; we then finished the night with
@ cup of tea and a good natter.

ooQoo oo0oo oo0oo oo0o0 oo0oo0 o000

SECRETARY'.S__ CORNER.

trtrtrrrr i rE LY Tt

Wcll I suppose scveral of our members cre disappointed
that our motched psirs meeting didn't eventucte in April. We
must cpologise for this us it wes duc to C_A.M.S not being eblc
to give us & velid unswer on the regulctions. Since we cannot.
use the Lowood circuit until June, this mecns that our Muy sprints
wrc clso c.ncclled. The committec have clready startcd to work
on ¢ sprint meeting in Junc which will include the tiged %ap,
so it gives you u Dbit of timc to prepare your cars. The date of
this sprint meceting will be advised ot o loter date,

| With regerd to your membership cards, members sheuld
| curry them ut <ll times and especiully at al} specd cvents and
} gymkhunas where disquzlification will occur if your club card can-

not be produced.

" 11l of our members who have been down at thc club rooms

-
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in the lust few wceks must agree with me thut the fresh new
paint job certainly mukes a world of difference to the app-
ezrance of the place.

is a lot of our members crc probably not cwarc of the
fact, our club is not run solely by the executivcs end committ-
ce but with the help of sub-committees. Some of these sub-
committecs such as thc House committee, Octugon committec und
the Gymkhunu committee arc very low in members znd T urge a1l
members with on interest in the club to come forward und offer
thesc scrvicecs when they can.

At the Lukcside mccting on 3rd Muy, a number of our
members enjoyed driving Miss Austrelic ontrants around the cir-
cuit beforc the sturt of the mdeting. ST

Before closing I might just mention that committece man
David Lovclock erd myself will bc on holidays during May and
our Treasurcr Ian Campbell will be swey until the middle of .
June. Our president Brian Tcbble will be looking after things
whilec we erc away, so I usk you 1l to beer with him and help
him all you can. :
IAN WALKER......
Hon. Secretary.
oo0oo  oo0oo o000co  000oo  oolco  o0o0oo
CYMKHANA 19.4.64 '
(IR T 2 T 2 O B B O O R.H.

Before I start telking about the Gymkhana itself I must
have one big gripe. This is in regard to the wokking bee the
day before phe Gymkhana., A grand total of six pesple were pres-
ent. The same six were at the previous working bee. However,
thirty pdople competed the next day. These working bees be-
fore Gymkhanas are very important, such things as grass cutting
autocross planning and marking the forward bending area, must
be done if we want an orgenised Gymkhana, with six people this
is a hell of a task, but if fifteen or so were to come it would
be a darn sight easier.

The idea of using wooden flag posts(in the circular
bending) which can mark cars, stopped a lot of the hitting of
posts. However, Jan Luback decided tc use a differemt course
where there were not as many posts, hence she got last. Geoff
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Anderson ran out as winner of this event with his sprite, followed
by Ron Sampson, M.G.A, G. Law, T.R. 4 who was not a member, got
third best time, but Poots in his M.G.B got points for third.

In the forword bdnding, Ron Saupsbn turned the tables on
Geoff Anderson, and Sam Winter M.G.A. came third. In this event
the final was actually wen by Graham Ramsay, Sprite, but he was
disqualified for kmocking down two posts, .... you can be in too
much of a Aurty.

By the time the Ausocross came round Graham Ramsay must
have realised that in Gymkhanas less haste mcfe speed, because he
and Kerry Horgan, M.G.B, (a white one) tied for first, followed by
another tie for £hird between Brian FTebble T.D. and Russell Harrys
M.G.B. Perhaps the most unusual thing in the autocross was that
Geoff hnderson got bogged, the only reason he didn't get a place.

In the Bob-a-ding, Ross Robertson in his well 1it up V.W.
recorded the best time followed by Ian Cornes and his three
cylinder T.C. and then Brian Tebble again. :

Tan Cornes deserves a special memtion because in a T.C.
it is not easy to kecp up with M.G.A's, B's and Sprites, Tan beat
guite a few of such muchines and was well placed in all events,

The Bar-B-Que after the Gymkhana was not very well atten-
ded, perhups the rain caused this but those who attended really
enjoyed themselves. Dennis Bright was & welcome sight and his
1ittle offering was greatly apprecisted by ull.

The next Gymkhena is on the 24th May, so how about cll
competitors going out on the Ssturdey afternoon and help to organ-
ijse the grounds. This would also be u good time to get in some
practice for the next days events. Usually those who do the détt-
ing up on Saturduy snd then have a little practice, do the best
on the Sunday. N

oo0oo oo0oo oo0oo oo0oo oo0o0 oo0oo ooQOoo
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Good to see both Barry Gormen and Tom Storrie home again
after an extended stay in New Zealand......

The Ex Bruce Neville T.C. may be at Lowood in the hands of
its new owner Don Kennedy..e...

As usual the ™.G! boys were at the Karressell last Lake-
side. As @ side-line t) o} watched the motor racing.

hilan Huxleys lettle Vulcan wés & surpr’ise st Leke-side.
Its handling and power enabled Alen to manage & secong
place.es.. '

Geoff Anderson of Sprite Fame, hus Holden on the way for
racing. (Its cotching). Any one wanting to buy a neer new
11A Sprite see Geoff. '

Quote of club member after recent "roll =t Lowood.....
"Now I know what 2 spin-dry feels likelMeoeonee

e ol SR AN ek L L3 3 s el o

PEROGAMME

ll!!lll"'ll!l!ll

22nd MaYeeeassaevasanannssso.Road Safety Lecture.

23rd Mayeoeoooeeo weceeeesessssWorking Bee.
24th May. fweeo.. v..2 7.5 ...Gymkhana
31st Ma¥eeeosoescooonn veeeeese.Bconomy Run.

5th JUNCeooseeanss@lhThassessssOpen forum
D15t JUNCeeesscacosessassssssOprints.
Obtht JUNCesseeasssesssesessssFilm Evening.

1z yvas Y11 22243 Yo 312
R 1) 3333 33338 3338 KEXE 3333
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